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The logos of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian
Congress and the Uniting Church in Australia.

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation,
traditional custodians of the land, under God.
We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.

Greeting
Acknowledgement of First Peoples (Based on the Preamble to the UCA
Constitution)
Today, as we gather to worship,
we acknowledge the Wurundjeri peoples,
the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.
We acknowledge that through this land, God nurtured and sustained
the First Peoples of this country, the Aboriginal and Islander peoples.
We honour them for their custodianship
of the land on which we gather today.
We acknowledge that the First Peoples
had already encountered the Creator God
before the arrival of the colonisers;
the Spirit was already in the land,
revealing God to the people through law, custom and ceremony.
We acknowledge that the same love and grace
that was finally and fully revealed in Jesus Christ
sustained the First Peoples
and gave them particular insights into God’s ways;
and so we rejoice in the reconciling purposes of God
found in the good news about Jesus Christ.
Call to Worship
Our land is alive with the glory of God;
desert sands hum and gum trees dance.
Brown grasses sing
and mountains breathe their stillness.
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All created things add their rhythms of delight
and even stones rap out their praise.
Let our voices mingle with those of the earth;
may our hearts join the beat of her joy,
for the triune God is with us:
the Source of all being surrounds and upholds us.
Christ Jesus walks beside and before us.
The Spirit moves within and between us.
Blessed be God, our wonder and delight.
Hymn 158 God has spoken by his prophets
Adapted from Ludwig v. Beethoven 1770-1827 Words: George W. Briggs 1875-1959alt
Pianist: Geoffrey Urquhart Soloist: Catherine Maclean
God has spoken by his prophets,
spoken his unchanging Word;
each from age to age proclaiming
God the one, the righteous Lord!
In the world’s despair and turmoil
one firm anchor holds us fast,
God is king, his throne eternal,
God the first and God the last.
God has spoken by Christ Jesus,
Christ the everlasting Son,
brightness of the Father’s glory,
with the Father, ever one:
spoken by the Word incarnate,
God from God ere began,
light from light, to Earth descending,
God revealed as Son of Man.
God is speaking by his Spirit
speaking to the hearts again;
in the age-long Word expounding
God’s own message, now as then.
Through the rise and fall of nations
one sure faith yet standing fast:
God still speaks, his Word unchanging,
God the first and God the last.
3

Introduction
Today, we remember the tragic history of our nation
and the violent dispossession of our First Peoples.
We lament the truth of our shared history
and we offer to God our prayers for First Peoples and our nation.
We say sorry and we pray for forgiveness, healing and hope.
But today is also a day of worship.
So we come together and give thanks to God
for the abundant grace and liberating hope
which we know through Jesus Christ
and which is God’s will for all people.
The God of all justice, the God of all peace, be with you all.
And also with you.
Lament and Confession
Merciful God,
we, the Second Peoples of this land, acknowledge and lament
the injustice and abuse that has so often marked
the treatment of the First Peoples of this land.
We acknowledge and lament
the way in which their land was taken from them
and their language, culture, law and spirituality
despised and suppressed.
We acknowledge and lament
the way in which the Christian church
was so often not only complicit in this process
but actively involved in it.
We acknowledge and lament that in our own time
the injustice and abuse has continued.
We have been indifferent, when we should have been outraged,
we have been apathetic, when we should have been active,
we have been silent, when we should have spoken out.
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Liberating Jesus,
by your Spirit
bring healing, hope and transformation
to the lives of our First Nations sisters and brothers
and their communities, we pray.
Gracious God, hear our confession —
We have not loved you with our whole heart,
nor have we loved First Peoples and other neighbours as ourselves.
God of mercy, forgive us for our failures, past and present
and give us the grace today to make a fresh start.
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By your Spirit transform our minds and hearts
so that we may love as you have loved us,
that we may boldly speak your truth and courageously do your will.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
This is the best news of all:
When we are empty, God fills us;
when we are disheartened, God is compassionate;
when we are wounded, God brings healing;
when we confess our sin, God forgives.
Words from Archbishop Desmond Tutu
We may be surprised at the people we find in heaven.
God has a soft spot for sinners. God’s standards are quite low.
In Christ, we find refuge, strength and hope.
In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ,
our sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
Introduction of the theme with children: Telling the truth
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Hymn 253 O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr* (meaning ‘altogether lovely and
worthy of affection’)
Words and Music © Australian Hymn Book Co.
Organist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander
O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr
all the power belongs to you.
Hold me by this power, O Lord,
you alone are King.
Now we praise you for your Word,
living, true and full of light.
Yours the hands that rest on me:
hold me for all time.
Readings: Kirsten Miller
Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet:
a light to our path.

Micah 6: 6-8

What God Requires
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“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
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Luke 4: 14-21

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
14 Then

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a
report about him spread through all the surrounding country. 15 He began
to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
16 When

he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to
read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled
the scroll and found the place where it was written:
18

19

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

20 And

he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.
The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 Then he began to
say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Lord, may your Word live in us:
and bear much fruit to your glory.
Sermon:Telling the truth about Australia with help from Desmond Tutu
Hymn 672(ii) Lord of earth and all creation
(‘The Bi-Centennial Hymn’: Words Michael Thwaites AO 1915-2005 and Honor
Thwaites 1914-1993.)
Pianist: Geoffrey Urquhart Soloist: Catherine Maclean
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Lord of earth and all creation,
let your love possess this land:
wealth, and freedom, far horizons,
mountain, forest, shining sand:
may we share, in faith and friendship,
gifts unmeasured from your hand.
People of the ancient Dreamtime,
they who found this country first,
ask with those, the later comers,
will our dream be blessed or cursed?
Grant us Lord, new birth, new living,
hope for which our children thirst.
Lord, life giving healing Spirit,
on our hurts your mercy shower;
lead us by your inward dwelling,
guiding, guarding, every hour.
Bless and keep our land Australia:
In your will her peace and power.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
O God of all,
give Australians the courage to accept the realities of our history
so that we may build a better future for our nation.
Teach us to respect all cultures.
Teach us to care for our land and waters.
Help us to share justly the resources of this land.
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change
to improve the quality of life for all peoples in our communities,
especially the disadvantaged.
Help all young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit.
May your power and love be the foundations
on which we walk together as First and Second Peoples;
and build our families, our communities and our nation.
We pray for all in leadership in our civic life…
Grant them deep wisdom
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as they make decisions in response to the pandemic.

We pray for the church everywhere.
Keep your people centred in you and embodying the love of Christ.
We pray for Rachel as she prepares to minister amongst us,
and for all who are part of the Wesley community.
Keep us faithful, imaginative and passionate
in our worship, witness and service…
We pray for the people of Tonga recovering from the volcanic eruption
And for a generous response from the international community …
We pray in the silence for people known to us in special need of your
healing and peace….
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray….
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Song: Goodness is stronger than evil
Pianist: Geoffrey Urquhart Soloist: Catherine McLean
Goodness is stronger than evil;
Love is stronger than hate;
Light is stronger than darkness;
Life is stronger than death;
Victory is ours through God who loves us.
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Word of Mission and Benediction
People of God,
go from here to live out the covenant into which we,
as members of the Uniting Church in Australia
as the First and Second Peoples of this land,
have entered into with one another.
In Jesus’ name,
may we confront and challenge injustice wherever we see it,
act justly ourselves and encourage others to do the same.
May we rejoice in the richness of our diverse cultures and learn from them,
celebrate and demonstrate the unity we share in Jesus Christ our Lord,
commit to worship, witness and serve as one people under God,
until God’s promised reconciliation of all creation is complete.
May you always stand tall as a tree.
Be as strong as the rock Uluru.
May you be as gentle and still as the morning mist.
And hold the warmth of the campfire in your heart.
May the Creator Spirit always walk with you.

Postlude:
Fantasia
William Byrd
Organist: Geoffrey Urquhart

(1543-1623)
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Daily readings for this week
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

24th January
25th January
26th January
27th January
28th January
29th January

Jeremiah 1:4-10
1 Corinthians 13:1-13
1 Kings 17:8-24
2 Kings 5:1-14
Luke 4:21-30
Psalm 71:1-6

Readings
23rd January 2022
Neh 8:1-3,5-6,8-10
Ps 19
1 Cor 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

Our Ministers

30th January 2022
Jer 1:4-10
Ps 71:1-6
1Cor 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30

Rev Alistair Macrae (Currently on leave)
(03) 9051 4704
Email: amacrae@wesleychurch.org.au
Days off: Fridays and Saturdays
Rev Rachel Kronberger
Email: rkronberger@wesleychurch.org.au

Director of Music

Geoffrey Urquhart
Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com

Children and Family Education
Susan Sha
familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au

Church Office

churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au
(03) 9051 4700

Verger

Leon Lai

Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!
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