Wesley Church Melbourne
Congregation of the Uniting Church in Australia

16th January 2022
11 am

The Wedding at Cana (1973)
John 2: 1-11
JESUS MAFA is a response to New Testament readings by a Christian community in
Cameroon, Africa. Each of the readings was selected and adapted to dramatic interpretation by
the community members. Photographs of their interpretations were made, which were then
transcribed to paintings.
Source: Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=48305

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation,
traditional custodians of the land, under God.
We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.

Welcome and acknowledgment
Call to Worship: (Isaiah 62: 4)
No longer shall you be called ‘Forsaken’…
but you shall be called ‘My delight is in her’…
for the Lord delights in you.
Hymn 626 Lord of creation to you be all praise
By Clifford George Taylor, 1915-94 alt. From Together in Song, HarperCollins Religious.
Pianist: Geoffrey Urquhart Soloist: Catherine McLean

1.

Lord of creation, to you be all praise!
Most mighty your working, most wondrous your ways!
Your glory and might are beyond us to tell,
and yet in the heart of the humble you dwell.

2.

Lord of all power, I give you my will,
in joyful obedience your tasks to fulfill.
Your bondage is freedom, your service is song;
and, held in your keeping, my weakness is strong.

3.

Lord of all wisdom, I give you my mind,
rich truth that surpasses man's knowledge to find.
What eye has not seen and what ear has not heard
is taught by your Spirit and shines from your Word.

4.

Lord of all bounty, I give you my heart;
I praise and adore you for all you impart;
your love to inspire me, your counsel to guide,
your presence to cheer me, whatever betide.
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5.

Lord of all being, I give you my all;
if ever I disown you, I stumble and fall;
but, sworn in glad service your word to obey,
I walk in your freedom to the end of the way.

Prayers of thanksgiving and confession
(Thanksgiving prayer based on John Bell’s: ‘Today I awake’)
Today I awoke and God was before me
at night, as I dreamt, God summoned the day;
for God never sleeps, but patterns the morning
with slithers of gold or glory in grey.
Today I arose and Christ was beside me.
he walked through the dark to scatter new light.
yes, Christ is alive and beckons God’s people
to hope and to heal, resist and invite.
Today I enjoy the Trinity round me,
above and beneath, before and behind;
The Maker, the Son, the Spirit together –
They called me to life and call me their friend.
God of transforming grace,
through our prayer and our worship,
turn us toward you, soften our hearts, forgive our waywardness.
Holy God, maker of all, have mercy on us.
Jesus Christ, servant and saviour of all, have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit, transforming power and presence of the living God.
have mercy on us.
Create in us a clean heart, o God and renew a right spirit within us. Amen.
Dear friends, God was in Christ reconciling the world to Godself
and calling us to be ministers, agents of reconciliation.
in Christ’s name, your sins are forgiven.
Thanks be to God!
Introduction of the theme with the children:
‘Sticks and stones can break my bones and names can really hurt me.’
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Song: Goodness is stronger than evil
Pianist: Geoffrey Urquhart Soloist: Catherine McLean
Goodness is stronger than evil;
Love is stronger than hate;
Light is stronger than darkness;
Life is stronger than death;
Victory is ours through God who loves us.
Readings:

Reader: Peter Rayner
Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet:
a light to our path.
Isaiah 62: 1-4
62 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2 The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken,[a]
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;[b]
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,[c]
and your land Married;[
for the LORD delights in you, and your land shall be married.
John 2: 1-11
2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother
of Jesus was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
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wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They
have no wine.” 4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to
you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” 5 His mother said to the
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing there were six stone
water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them
up to the brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the
chief steward.” So they took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the
servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and
then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have
kept the good wine until now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in
Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
Lord, may your Word live in us:
and bear much fruit to your glory.
Preaching: Who names you?
Song: O God, you search me and you know me
© 1992, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications
Pianist: Geoffrey Urquhart Soloist: Catherine McLean

O God, you search me and you know me
all my thoughts lie open to your gaze,
when I walk or lie down you are beside me
ever the seeker and keeper of my days.
You know my resting and my rising
you discern my purpose from afar;
and with love everlasting you besiege me
in every moment of life or death, you are.
Before a word is on my tongue, Lord
you have known its meaning through and through.
You are with me beyond my understanding,
God of my present, my past and future too.
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Although your Spirit is upon me
still I search for shelter from your light.
There is nowhere on Earth I can escape you,
even the darkness is radiant in your sight
For you created me and shaped me,
gave me life within my mother's womb,
for the wonder of who I am, I praise you.
safe in your hands, all creation is made new.
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Hymn 129 Amazing grace

Morag Logan

Arrangement © L.F. Bartlett. John Newton 1725-1807 alt. from Together in Songs, HarperCollins
Organist: Geoff Urquhart Soloist: Catherine McLean

1.

Amazing grace (how sweet the sound)
that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
was blind, but now I see.

2.

As grace first taught my heart to fear
so grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour I first believed!

3.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come:
God's grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

4.

The Lord has promised good to me,
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.
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Benediction
On our hearts and on our houses,
The blessing of God.
In our coming and our going,
The peace of God.
In our life and our believing,
The love of God.
At our end and new beginning,
The arms of God to welcome us and bring us home.
Amen.
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Daily readings for this week
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

17th January
18th January
19th January
20th January
21st January
22nd January

Nehemiah 8:1-3
Isaiah 58:1-9a
Isaiah 58:9b-14
Luke 4:14-21
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
1 Peter 1:10-16

Readings
16th January 2022
Is 62:1-5
Ps 36:5-10
1 Cor 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

Our Ministers

23rd January 2022
Neh 8:1-3,5-6,8-10
Ps 19
1 Cor 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

Rev Alistair Macrae (Currently on leave)
(03) 9051 4704
Email: minister@wesleychurch.org.au
Days off: Fridays and Saturdays
Rev Dr Sandy Yule (part-time)
Email: yules@optusnet.com.au

Director of Music

Geoffrey Urquhart
Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com

Children and Family Education
Susan Sha
familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au

Church Office

churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au
(03) 9051 4700

Verger

Leon Lai

Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!
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