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Sunday Worship at Home!  
5th December 2021 

Advent 2 (Holy Communion) 
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Welcome and Acknowledgment 
  
Call to Worship 
 

By the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon us; 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet in the way of peace. (Luke 1: 78-79) 
 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
full of grace and truth.  

 
Hymn 275 Hail to the Lord’s anointed  
By James Montgomery, 1771-1854.  From Together in Songs, HarperCollins Religious.  
Organist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander 
 

Hail to the Lord's anointed,  
great David's greater Son; 
hail, in the time appointed,  
his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression,  
to let the captive free,  
and take away transgression, 
 and rule in equity.  
  
He comes with help and mercy 
to those who suffer wrong, 
to raise the poor and needy,  
and bid the weak be strong,  
to give them songs for sighing,  
their darkness turn to light,  
whose souls condemned and dying  
were precious in his sight.  

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

https://youtu.be/AccsABugOAE
https://ia601700.us.archive.org/6/items/solo-wake-o-wake-zion-hears-the-watchmen-j-s-bach-d/Hymn%20-%20Hail%20to%20the%20Lord%27s%20Annointed%20-%20D.mp3
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He shall come down like showers  
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,  
spring in his path to birth;  
before him on the mountains  
shall peace the herald go,  
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow.  
  
Kings shall fall down before him,  
and gold and incense bring;  
all nations shall adore him,  
his praise all people sing;  
to him shall prayer unceasing  
and daily vows ascend;  
his kingdom still increasing,  
a kingdom without end. 
  
O'er every foe victorious,  
he on his throne shall rest,  
from age to age more glorious,  
all blessing and all-blest.  
The tide of time shall never  
his covenant remove;  
his name shall stand for ever, 

 that name to us is love.  
 
Opening prayers of praise and confession 
 

We give you thanks and praise O God for all you have done for us.  
In your overflowing love you created the world and all its creatures. 
You created humanity to live in loving relationship with you  
and to exercise caring stewardship in your garden.  
When we stray from your ways you send prophets  
to remind us of the demands of truth, justice and love. 
And in the fullness of time you came among us in Jesus 
to proclaim your kingdom  
and to love us back into our full humanity.  
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Your servant John the Baptist 
called us to bear fruits worthy of repentance. 
Give us, o God, clarity about the ways  
in which our lives fall short of your intention for us. 
Forgive us the times we overvalue our importance,  
neglecting the claims of others. 
Forgive us when we undervalue ourselves  
and neglect the implications of your love for us. 
So that our lives, our choices, our actions  
may be a reflection of the values of the Kingdom 
Forgive and heal us, in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Friends, hear the word of Christ, full of grace and truth: 
Your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!   

 
Introduction of the theme with the children 
“John the Baptist: Scary but important” 

 
Readings   
 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 
 

Malachi 3:1-4   
 
3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the 
Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of 
hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when 
he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.
[a] 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as 
in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
Luke 3:1-6  
 

https://youtu.be/NmiKnHsFZGM
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+3%3A+1-4%2C+Luke+3%3A+1-6%09&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23124a
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3 See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 
2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them 
like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness.
[a] 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as 
in the days of old and as in former years.  
 

Lord, may your Word live in us: 
and bear the fruits of peace in our lives.   
 

Preaching                 Rev Alistair Macrae 
The tree of peace has justice as its roots 
 
Hymn 268 Joy to the world 
By Isaac Watts, 1674-1748.  From Together in Song, HarperCollins Publihser. 
Organist: Geoff Urquhart. Wesley Choir. 
  

Joy to the world! The Lord is come; 
let earth receive its king; 
let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
  
Joy to the earth! The Saviour reigns; 
let us our songs employ; 
while fields and streams, 
rocks, hills and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
  
He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+3%3A+1-4%2C+Luke+3%3A+1-6%09&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23124a
https://youtu.be/4MX8H_tb3D8
https://ia801808.us.archive.org/3/items/20thDec2020Music/Hymn%20-%20Joy%20to%20the%20World%20-%20D.mp3
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and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Holy Communion  
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 
for even when the whole earth is thrown into chaos 
your tenderness and lasting love are our sure hope. 
 
You created the heavens and the earth, 
and though even they will pass away, 
the words you have spoken to us 
are an everlasting covenant of promise. 
 
The words of your son, Jesus Christ, 
shook the earth and opened our eyes to your coming reign. 
He led us in the paths of your truth 
and taught us your ways of faithful love. 
He was crucified by the enemies of justice, 
but you raised him to new life 
and sent his Spirit to restore and strengthen our faith 
as the day of redemption draws near. 
Your promise will be fulfilled in coming days 
when Christ comes  
to establish your reign of truth, justice and peace forever. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels,  
ancient voices in the forest, high voices from the sky,  
deep voices from the sea and the whole company of creation,  
we proclaim your presence among us, singing: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The prayer continues… 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God,     
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins,    
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world,   
grant us peace.  

 
Hymn  611 God of grace and God of glory 
by Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1878-1969 (alt.). From Together in Songs, Harper Collins 
Religious.  Organist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander.    
  

God of grace and God of glory, 
on your people pour your power; 
now fulfil your Church's story, 
bring the bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom,  
grant us courage, 
for the facing of this hour, 
for the facing of this hour. 

See the hosts of evil round us 
scorn your Christ, assail his ways. 
Fears and doubts too long have bound us; 
free our hearts to work and praise. 
Grant us wisdom,  
grant us courage, 
for the living of these days, 
for the living of these days. 

Cure your children's warring madness; 
bend our pride to your control; 
shame our wanton selfish gladness, 

https://ia803400.us.archive.org/26/items/31stJan2021Music/Hymn%20-%20God%20of%20Grace%20-%20J.mp3
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rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom,  
grant us courage, 
lest we miss your kingdom's goal, 
lest we miss your kingdom's goal. 

Save us from weak resignation 
to the evils we deplore; 
let the gift of your salvation 
be our glory evermore. 
Grant us wisdom,  
grant us courage, 
serving you whom we adore, 
serving you whom we adore. 

 
Word of Mission and Benediction 
 

May God, the truth of all that is, bless you 
May Jesus Christ, the embodiment and teacher of truth, bless you 
May the Holy Spirit, abiding witness to truth, bless you. 
 
The blessing of the Holy Trinity,  
surround, uphold and enfold you, 
now, always and everywhere. 
Amen.  

 
Postlude 
Prelude and Fugue in F Minor J S Bach  
Pianist: Geoff Urquhart 

https://youtu.be/7uEIALz45vs
https://ia803201.us.archive.org/14/items/prelude-and-fugue-in-f-minor-j-s-bach/Prelude%20and%20fugue%20in%20F%20minor%20-%20J%20S%20Bach.mp3
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Wesley Church re-opening policy and guidelines 
 

Wesley Church Council has decided to re-open the church for onsite morning 

worship services on Sunday November 28th. This decision was made in 

anticipation that by then a 90% fully-vaccinated rate will have been achieved in 

the wider community.  

 

Church Council has attempted to develop an approach that takes seriously our 

commitment to making participation in worship as open and inclusive as 

possible, as well as our obligation to maintain an environment that is as safe as 

possible. Our approach pays careful heed to the government requirements as 

interpreted by our Synod officers. In summary: 

 

• Attendees over 16 years of age will be required to demonstrate to the 

Covid Marshall (a trained door steward) that they are fully (double) vaccinated 

by showing their certificate in some form (on their smart phone App, a printed 

certificate or some other authorized certificate). This procedure will only need 

to occur the first time people attend the church. 

 

• For those who are medically exempted from vaccination a medical 

certificate will need to be shown. 

 

• Bar codes will be easily accessible in the entry foyer for use with smart 

phones. For those who don’t have smart phones, as previously, a written 

register will be available as well as a church smart phone with which a steward 

can assist registration. 

 

• Masks need to be worn in the church unless leading parts of the service 

from the front. Masks will be available if required as will hand sanitizer. 

 

• Hospitality (tea and coffee after church) is permitted with drinks being 

served rather than ‘help yourself’. Social distancing is to be observed when 

enjoying the post worship fellowship. 

 

• The provision of a printed Order of Service on the website will continue 

for those who don’t wish or are unable to attend in person.  
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If there is sufficient demand we can also arrange occasional onsite worship 

midweek for small numbers of unvaccinated or ‘mixed’ gatherings. Please notify 

the office if this is your preference. 

Our intention is to provide appropriate, safe and legally compliant worship and 

fellowship opportunities for all who seek it.  

 

Dinah Reddihough 

Chair, Wesley Church Council 

Christmas Services 2021  
 

Christmas Eve worship  

Friday 24th December 9 pm  
 

Christmas Day Worship 

Saturday 25th December 10 am  
 

First Sunday after Christmas Worship 

Sunday 26th December 11 am  
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae 
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: minister@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off:  Fridays and Saturdays 

 

   Rev Dr Sandy Yule (part-time)  
   Email: yules@optusnet.com.au 
 
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Minister’s Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays  
           

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 6th December Malachi 31:13-18; 4:1-6 
 Tuesday 7th December Zephaniah 1:14-18 
 Wednesday 8th December Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 Thursday 9th December Revelation 3:7-13 
 Friday 10th December Philippians 4:4-7 
 Saturday 11th December Luke 3:7-18 

 

Readings 

5th December 2021 
Jer 33:14-16  

Ps 25:1-10  

1 Thes 3:9-13 
Lk 21:25-36  

12th December 2021 
Zep 3:14-20  

Is 12:2-6 1  
Phil 4:4-7  
Lk 3:7-18  

mailto:minister@wesleychurch.org.au
mailto:yules@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com
mailto:familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au
mailto:churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/


 

        12  


