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Welcome and Call to worship (from Psalm 25) 
 

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul! 
O my God, in you I trust. 
 
Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
teach me your paths. 
 
Lead me in your truth, and teach me; 
for you are the God of my salvation. 
 
Be mindful of your mercy, O lord, and of your steadfast love; 
For they have been from of old. 
 
All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, 
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 

 
Hymn 272 Come, thou long expected Jesus 

By Charles Wesley, 1707-88.  From Together in Song, HarperCollins Publisher.  
Organist: Geoffrey Urquhart.  Soloist: Grant Diffey 
  

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,  
born to set thy people free, 
from our fears and sins release us,  
let us find our rest in thee. 
  
Israel's strength and consolation,  
hope of all the earth thou art;  
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart.  
  
Born thy people to deliver,  
born a child and yet a king,  

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

https://ia601507.us.archive.org/22/items/prayers-28th-nov-2021/Welcome.m4a
https://ia801702.us.archive.org/4/items/29thnov2020-music/Hymn%20-%20Come%2C%20thou%20long-expected%20Jesus%20-%20N.mp3
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born to reign in us for ever,  
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
  
By thine own eternal Spirit  
rule in all our hearts alone;  
by thine all-sufficient merit  
raise us to thy glorious throne.  

 
Litany of Prayer and Lament (from Habakkuk) 
 

O Lord, how long shall I cry to you for help, and you will not listen? Or 
cry to you ôViolence!õ and you will not save? 
 
Why do you look on the treacherous, and are silent when the wicked 
swallow those more righteous than they? 
 
Then the Lord answered me, and said:  
Write the vision; 
Make it plain on tablets so that a runner may read it. 
 
Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous 
live by their faith. 
 
Wealth is treacherous; the arrogant do not endure. 
 
But the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of God as 
the waters cover the sea. 
 
What use is an idol once its maker has shaped it - a cast image, a teacher of 
lies? 
 
But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence 
before him. 
 
God came from Teman, the Holy One from Mount Paran. His glory 
covered the heavens, and the earth was full of his praise. 
 

https://ia601507.us.archive.org/22/items/prayers-28th-nov-2021/Litany%20of%20Prayer%20and%20Lament.m4a
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The brightness was like the sun; rays came forth from his hand, 
where his power lay hidden. Before him went pestilence, and plague 
followed close behind. 
 
I hear, and I tremble within. My lips quiver at the sound. 
 
Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vine; yet 
I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation. 
 
God, the Lord is my strength. 
 
He makes my feet like the feet of a deer, and makes me tread upon 
the heights. 
 
Amen. 

 
Prayers of Confession 
 

Lord, we lament how contemporary these words sound. We also 
acknowledge the ways in which we become complicit in the problem. 
 
We see ominous signs of the times in weather and in politics; we fear what 
may be coming. We feel immobilised by our fears. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Collectively, we find ourselves unable to address the needs of those 
marginalised by business as usual. We fail to address the issues of justice in 
the relations between first and second peoples in this land. The 
impoverished remain impoverished. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Despite our best intentions, our actions have not always proclaimed your 
love. 

https://ia601507.us.archive.org/22/items/prayers-28th-nov-2021/Prayers%20of%20Confession.m4a
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Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
On this first Sunday of Advent, we turn again to the good news that Jesus 
has come and that he will come again. 
 
Hear then the gracious words of Christ, 
Your sins are forgiven. 
 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn 273  Lo! He comes with clouds descending 
By Charles Wesley, 1707-88.  From Together in Song, HarperCollins Publisher. 
Organist: Geoffrey Urquhart.  Soloist: Grant Diffey 
 
         Lo! he comes with clouds descending,  

once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending  
swell the sound of this refrain:  
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah ! 
God appears on earth to reign.  
  
Every eye shall now behold him  
robed in awesome majesty; 
those who have betrayed and sold him,  
pierced and nailed him to the tree,  
deeply shamed before him, deeply shamed before him,  
deeply shamed before him  
shall the true Messiah see.  
  
Those dear tokens of his passion  
still his dazzling body bears,  
cause of endless exultation  
to his ransomed worshippers:  
with what rapture, with what rapture,  
with what rapture  
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
Sing amen! let all adore you,  

https://ia601702.us.archive.org/4/items/29thnov2020-music/Hymn%20-%20Lo%21%20he%20comes%20with%20clouds%20descending%20-%20N.mp3
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high on your eternal throne;  
Saviour, take the power and glory,  
claim the kingdom for your own;  
O come quickly, O come quickly,  
O come quickly;  
hallelujah! Come, Lord, come.  

 
Readings 
 
 Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
 a light to our path. 
 
 Luke 21:25-36 
 

The Coming of the Son of Man 
25 òThere will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 
26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the 
world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see 
ôthe Son of Man coming in a cloudõ with power and great glory. 28 Now 
when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.ó 

The Lesson of the Fig Tree 
29 Then he told them a parable: òLook at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, 
you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

Exhortation to Watch 
34 
ñBe on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 

and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch 
you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 
face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.ó 
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 Lord, may your Word live in us: 
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
Preaching  
(Audio recording of sermon will be available coming Tuesday on our website)  
 
Hymn 275 Hail to the Lordõs anointed 
By James Montgomery, 1771-1854.  From Together in Songs, HarperCollins Religious.  
Organist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander 
 

Hail to the Lord's anointed,  
great David's greater Son; 
hail, in the time appointed,  
his reign on earth begun!  
He comes to break oppression,  
to let the captive free,  
and take away transgression, 
 and rule in equity.  
  
He comes with help and mercy 
to those who suffer wrong, 
to raise the poor and needy,  
and bid the weak be strong,  
to give them songs for sighing,  
their darkness turn to light,  
whose souls condemned and dying  
were precious in his sight.  
  
He shall come down like showers  
upon the fruitful earth, 
and love, joy, hope, like flowers,  
spring in his path to birth;  
before him on the mountains  
shall peace the herald go,  
and righteousness in fountains 
from hill to valley flow.  
  
Kings shall fall down before him,  
and gold and incense bring;  

https://ia801700.us.archive.org/6/items/solo-wake-o-wake-zion-hears-the-watchmen-j-s-bach-d/Hymn%20-%20Hail%20to%20the%20Lord%27s%20Annointed%20-%20D.mp3
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all nations shall adore him,  
his praise all people sing;  
to him shall prayer unceasing  
and daily vows ascend;  
his kingdom still increasing,  
a kingdom without end. 
  
O'er every foe victorious,  
he on his throne shall rest,  
from age to age more glorious,  
all blessing and all-blest.  
The tide of time shall never  
his covenant remove;  
his name shall stand for ever, 

 that name to us is love.  
 
Prayers of the people (by Rosemary Shaw) 
 

Lord, in a season when every heart should be happy, but many are 
struggling with the heaviness of life,  
We ask for your peace.  
 
When we wonder about loss of jobs, when we worry about the bills to be 
paid, 
Give us your peace.   
 

When we are worried about our childrenôs education and about the 
challenges of Covid in schools,  
Give us your peace.   
 
When we are worried about the resettlement of the refugees, and the best 
ways to help,  
Grant us wisdom in our mission engagement.   
 
When we are worried about the increasing impact of climate change, 
Grant us wisdom in our mission engagement. 
 
When we ask when conflict and terror will end, 
Give us your comfort and strength in the face of evil.  

https://ia601507.us.archive.org/22/items/prayers-28th-nov-2021/Prayers%20of%20the%20Ppl.m4a


         9  

 

 
When we are worried about the future of the work of God and our 
ministry,  
Lord, give us a new vision and passion.   
 
As believers, help us to treat our roles in your Kingdom as crucial and not 
secondary.   
May we truly be salt in sharing your love. 
May we help to shed the light of your love on all our problems. 
 
You have promised in your holy word to give the weary rest, to give peace 
to the anxious, and acceptance to the broken hearted.  
May we receive that peace that can only come when our hearts find peace 
with you.   
Amen. 
 
In the language of your heart, let us pray as Jesus taught us.  
 
Our Father in heaven, 
Hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
Your will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us in the time of trial 
And deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
And the glory are yours. 
Now and forever, 
Amen  
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Hymn 282 The voice of God goes out to all the world 
By Luke Connaughton, 1917-79.  © Words by permission of McCrimmon Publishing UK.  
From Together in Songs, HarperCollins Publisher.  
Organist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander 
  

The voice of God goes out to all the world; 
his glory speaks across the universe. 
The great King's herald cries from star to star:  
'With power, with justice, he will walk his way.'  
  

The Lord has said, 'Receive my messenger,  
my promise to the world, my pledge made flesh, 
a lamp to every nation, light from light':  
with power, with justice, he will walk his way.  
  

The broken reed he will not trample down,  
nor set his heel upon the dying flame.  
He binds the wounds, and health is in his hand:  
with power, with justice, he will walk his way.  
  

Anointed with the Spirit and with power,  
he comes to crown with comfort all the weak,  
to show the face of justice to the poor:  
with power, with justice, he will walk his way.  
  

His touch will bless the eyes that darkness held,  
the lame shall run, the halting tongue shall sing, 
and prisoners laugh in light and liberty:  
with power, with justice, he will walk his way.  

 
Words of Mission and Benediction 
 
Postlude 
Prelude in F major         Buxtehude  
Organist: Geoff Urquhart  

https://ia801700.us.archive.org/6/items/solo-wake-o-wake-zion-hears-the-watchmen-j-s-bach-d/Hymn%20-%20The%20voice%20of%20God%20-%20D.mp3
https://ia601507.us.archive.org/22/items/prayers-28th-nov-2021/Benediction.m4a
https://ia903207.us.archive.org/34/items/prelude-in-f-major-buxtehude/Prelude%20in%20F%20major%20-%20Buxtehude.mp3


         11  

 

 Wesley Church re-opening policy and guidelines 
 

Wesley Church Council has decided to re-open the church for onsite morning 

worship services on Sunday November 28th. This decision was made in 

anticipation that by then a 90% fully-vaccinated rate will have been achieved in 

the wider community.  

 

Church Council has attempted to develop an approach that takes seriously our 

commitment to making participation in worship as open and inclusive as 

possible, as well as our obligation to maintain an environment that is as safe as 

possible. Our approach pays careful heed to the government requirements as 

interpreted by our Synod officers. In summary: 

 

11am morning worship services in the church will commence on Sunday 

November 28th 

 

¶ Attendees over 16 years of age will be required to demonstrate to the 

Covid Marshall (a trained door steward) that they are fully (double) vaccinated 

by showing their certificate in some form (on their smart phone App, a printed 

certificate or some other authorized certificate). This procedure will only need 

to occur the first time people attend the church. 

 

¶ For those who are medically exempted from vaccination a medical 

certificate will need to be shown. 

 

¶ Bar codes will be easily accessible in the entry foyer for use with smart 

phones. For those who donõt have smart phones, as previously, a written 

register will be available as well as a church smart phone with which a steward 

can assist registration. 

 

¶ Masks need to be worn in the church unless leading parts of the service 

from the front. Masks will be available if required as will hand sanitizer. 

 

¶ Hospitality (tea and coffee after church) is permitted with drinks being 

served rather than ôhelp yourselfõ. Social distancing is to be observed when 

enjoying the post worship fellowship. 
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¶ The current provision of worship online (with recorded sermon etc) will 

continue for those who donõt wish or are unable to attend in person. As well, 

occasional evening Zoom services will be held for any wanting ôliveõ but remote 

worship (the next is planned for 6pm Sunday December 5th). 

 

If there is sufficient demand we can also arrange occasional onsite worship 

midweek for small numbers of unvaccinated or ômixedõ gatherings. Please notify 

the office if this is your preference. 

Our intention is to provide appropriate, safe and legally compliant worship and 

fellowship opportunities for all who seek it.  

 

Dinah Reddihough 

Chair, Wesley Church Council 
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae 
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: minister@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off:  Fridays and Saturdays 

 

   Rev Dr Sandy Yule (part-time)  
   Email: yules@optusnet.com.au 
 
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Ministerõs Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays  
           

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au  for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 29th November Isaiah 29:17-24 
 Tuesday 30th November Zechariah 8:14-23 
 Wednesday 1st December Malachi 31:1-4 
 Thursday 2nd December Malachi 3:5-12 
 Friday 3rd December Philippians 1:3-11 
 Saturday 4th December Luke 3:1-6 

 

Readings 

28th November 2021 
Jer 33:14-16  

Ps 25:1-10  

1Thes 3:9-13  
Lk 21:25-36  

5th December 2021 
Jer 33:14-16  

Ps 25:1-10  

1 Thes 3:9-13 
Lk 21:25-36  

mailto:minister@wesleychurch.org.au
mailto:yules@optusnet.com.au
mailto:Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com
mailto:familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au
mailto:churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/
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