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Welcome and Acknowledgment 
 
Call to Worship: (Psalm 121) 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills, but where shall I find help?  
My help comes from the Lord, who has made heaven and earth.  
God will not let your foot be moved, 
the One who watches over you shall not sleep.  
The Lord is your keeper, 
your shade on your right hand. 
The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth and forever more.  

 
Hymn 106 Now thank we all our God 
By Martin Rinkart, 1586-1649. Translator: Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78  
From Together in Song, HarperCollins Religious.  
Sung by Catherine McLean. Organist: Geoff Urquhart. Recorded at Wesley Church.  
 

Now thank we all our God 

 with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom the world rejoices; 

who from our mothers’ arms 

has blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

  

may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us. 

Lord, keep us in your grace. 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

https://youtu.be/HH7nr3h4l78
https://ia801905.us.archive.org/24/items/now-thank-we-all-r-2/Now%20Thank%20We%20All_r2.mp3
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 and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm 

in this world and the next. 

  

All praise and thanks to God 

who reigns in highest heaven, 

to Father and to Son 

and Spirit now be given: 

the one eternal God, 

whom heaven and the earth adore, 

who ever was, is now, 

and shall be ever more.  

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Confession 
 

God, creator and sustainer of all life, 
from your creative will and imagination sprang all life, 
from the smallest microbes, to the great creatures of land, sea and sky, 
to the planets, solar systems and stars  
beyond the reach of our strongest telescopes. 
Your Spirit infuses all life and sustains it  
and we are thankful. 
We give thanks for the gift of human life, 
that you have created us in your image and called us into relationship  
with you and all living creatures. 
Above all, we praise you for entering our life in Jesus, 
to demonstrate your solidarity with us 
in all life’s joys and challenges, 
its suffering and its satisfactions.    

 
We confess, O God, that we have often taken our life for granted 
and failed to cherish it as a gift. 
Forgive us when we have closed ourselves off from you, 
and the life and hope your Spirit offers. 
Forgive our neglect of our role as careful stewards of creation, 
and contributed to the threats to the life  
of other creatures in your grand design.  
 

https://ia601403.us.archive.org/30/items/recordings-for-26th-september/Sept%2026%20Opening%20Prayer.mp3
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Receive our praise, Triune God,  
and respond with grace to our confession.  
Amen. 
 
Friends hear with fresh ears and receptive hearts,  
Christ’s word of forgiveness and restoration: 
 
Your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!  

 
Introduction of the theme with the children:      
Pray at all times   (James 5:13-16) 
 
Hymn 590  What a friend we have in Jesus 
By Joseph Medlicott Scriven, 1819-86. From Together in Song, HarperCollins Religious.  
Sung by John Lander. Organist: Geoffrey Urquhart Recorded at Anglican parish of St Linus 
Merlynston.   
  

 What a friend we have in Jesus 
 all our sins and griefs to bear, 
 what a privilege to carry 
 everything to God in prayer: 
 O what peace we often forfeit, 
 O what needless pain we bear, 
 all because we do not carry 
 everything to God in prayer. 
  
  Have we trials and temptations, 
 is there trouble anywhere? 
 We should never be discouraged: 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 Can we find a friend so faithful 
 who will all our sorrows share? 
 Jesus knows our every weakness: 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 
  
  Are we weak and heavy-laden, 
 cumbered with a load of care? 
 Jesus is our only refuge: 
 take it to the Lord in prayer. 

https://youtu.be/LmpP-mnn3Bs
https://ia903207.us.archive.org/19/items/5th-july-what-a-friend/What%20a%20friend.mp3
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 Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
 Take it to the Lord in prayer; 
 in his arms he’ll take and shield you, 
 you will find a solace there.  
 
Readings: Kirsten Miller 
 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 
 

John 14: 1-4, 18-19, 27 
 

Jesus said: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not 
so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 
so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the 
place where I am going.”  
18I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live.  27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 
them be afraid.  
 

1 Corinthians 15: 51-55 
 

Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be 
changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 
will be changed. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts 
on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the 
saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in 
victory.55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 

Lord may your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  

 
Preaching         Rev Alistair Macrae 
‘Death, where is your sting?’  

https://ia601403.us.archive.org/30/items/recordings-for-26th-september/Audio-recording-2021-09-23-08-30-07.mp3
https://youtu.be/EMGIOp6s6Hk
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The Apostle’s Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn 370  Christ the Lord is risen today    
©The United Methodist Hymnal 302.  OneLicense #A-604653. 
Taken from YouTube Channel John JP Patterson.  Myers Park United Methodist Church in 
Charlotte, NC Easter Processional 2016.      

 

(Note: This arrangement is quite long but you won’t regret it, they give this 
magnificent Charles Wesley hymn the full treatment – it’s giving me ideas for 
next Easter! AM) 
 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!  
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!  
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!  
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!  
 

Love's redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 
Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!  
Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia!  
Christ has opened paradise, Alleluia  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15dmjnB8FZU
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Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!  
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!  
Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia!  
Where's thy victory, boasting grave? Alleluia!  
 
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!  
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!  
Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia!  
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!  
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, Alleluia!  
Praise to thee by both be given, Alleluia!  
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!  
Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia!  
 
King of glory, soul of bliss, Alleluia!  
Everlasting life is this, Alleluia!  
Thee to know, thy power to prove, Alleluia!  
Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia!  

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Living God,  
you have taught us to pray in times of sorrow and in times of joy. 
Hear our prayers for our world, the church, ourselves and each other. 
 
We pray for all who face death from starvation, war or disease, 
for those who suffer most acutely the effects of the Covid pandemic 
through bereavement, physical and mental illness and economic hardship. 
We pray especially for the many countries struggling to access the resources 
to vaccinate their people or to treat those who suffer. 
May the international community work to supply the resources 
to those countries least able to access them.  
 
We pray for the peace and welfare of our city,  
that the violence in our streets can be calmed and contained; 
we pray for the safety of those we ask  
to guard the peace and safety of our city.  

  

https://ia801403.us.archive.org/30/items/recordings-for-26th-september/Sept%2026%20Prayers%20of%20the%20People.mp3
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We pray for the church everywhere,  
for the Uniting Church in Australia 
and for our congregation at Wesley.  
Help Christians to bear witness, with humble confidence,  
to your love, O God,  
which is stronger than fear, violence and death itself. 
May your Church be a force for peace and justice, 
a witness to truth 
and a community of hope.   
 
In the silence, O God, we hold before you particular people and situations 
in special need of your healing, hopeful presence… 
 
You offer us the gift of eternal life, O God, starting now.  
We remember all who have died,  
your faithful servants of every age; 
those whom we have loved and all who, by their lives,  
have led others to believe in you. 
O God our help, teach us to follow your ways, 
and at our death raise us up with all your saints 
in your eternal kingdom.    
  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  
Amen.  
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Hymn 123   Be still, my soul? 
Author: Katharina von Schlegel, 1697-?, Translator: Jane Laurie Borthwick, 1813-97 (alt.). 
From Together in Song,  HarperCollins Religious. Organist: Geoff Urquhart, Soloist: John 
Lander 
 

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side; 
bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
in every change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 
to guide the future as he has the past. 
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake, 
all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 
Be still, my soul: the tempests still obey 
his voice, who ruled them once on Galilee. 

Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart 
and all is darkened in the vale of tears, 
then you shall better know his love, his heart, 
who comes to soothe your sorrow, calm your fears. 
Be still, my soul: for Jesus can restore 
the trust and hope that strengthened you before. 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 
when we shall be for ever with the Lord, 
when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 
sorrow forgotten, love's pure joy restored. 
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 
all safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
Organ Voluntary in A Major        John James  

https://ia801506.us.archive.org/25/items/26th-september-music/Hymn%20-%20Be%20still%2C%20my%20soul%20-%2023.9.21.mp3
https://youtu.be/RxnY6ImWj1c
https://ia601901.us.archive.org/14/items/7th-june-organ-voluntary-in-a-major-john-james/Organ%20Voluntary%20in%20A%20major%20-%20John%20James.mp3
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Worship Services 
   
On-site Sunday services remain suspended for the foreseeable future. 
When things start to open up a bit, Church Council will exercise discretion, 
following Government and Synod guidelines, about how and under what 
conditions to open up for worship services and other face-to-face activi-
ties. 

Bible Study Series 
 
The next and final meeting of Sandy Yule’s bible study series on 
the Letter to the Ephesians continues on Monday evening, Sep-
tember 27th, 7.30 pm - 8.30 pm, and will focus on Ephesians 
chapter 6. Please note, there is no meeting this Monday due to 
Church Council.  
 
Interested people should contact Sandy by phone at 9600 4006 or 
by email at: yules@optusnet.com.au 
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae 
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: minister@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off: Monday and Friday 

 

   Rev Dr Sandy Yule (part-time)  
   Email: yules@optusnet.com.au 
 
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Minister’s Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays  
           

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 27th September Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
 Tuesday 28th September Job 3:1-19 
 Wednesday 29th September Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
 Thursday 30th September Hebrews 2:14-18 
 Friday 1st October Hebrews 3:1-6 
 Saturday 2nd October Mark 10:2-16 

 

Readings 

26th September 2021 
Est 7:1-6, 9-10;9:20-22 
Ps 124 
Jas 5:13-20 
Mk 9:38-50  

3rd October 2021 
Jb 1:1;2:1-10 
Ps 26 
Heb 1:1-4;2:5-12 
Mk 10:2-16 

mailto:minister@wesleychurch.org.au
mailto:yules@optusnet.com.au
mailto:churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/
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