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Welcome and Acknowledgment 
 
Call to Worship: (Mark 9: 37) 
 

Whoever receives one of the little children in my name, receives me, 
and whoever receives me receives not me but the One who sent me. 
Let us worship God! 

 
Hymn 168 For the fruits of all creation, thanks be to God! 
by Frederick Pratt Green, 1903- © Words by permission of Stainer & Bell, London.  
OneLicense 604653. From Together in Song, HarperCollins Religious.  
Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Catherine McLean 
 

For the fruits of all creation, 
thanks be to God. 
For God’s gifts to every nation, 
thanks be to God. 
For the ploughing, sowing, reaping, 
silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth's safekeeping, 
thanks be to God. 

  
In the just reward of labour, 
God's will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbour, 
God's will is done. 
In our worldwide task of caring 
for the hungry and despairing, 
in the harvests we are sharing, 
God's will is done. 

  
For the harvests of the Spirit, 
thanks be to God. 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

https://youtu.be/kSMNywuUqMI
https://ia801704.us.archive.org/5/items/for-the-fruits-hymn/For%20the%20fruits%20-%20hymn%20.mp3
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 For the good we all inherit, 
thanks be to God. 
For all the wonders that astound us, 
for the truths that still confound us,  
most of all, that love has found us, 
thanks be to God. 

 
Prayers of thanksgiving and confession           Rev Alistair Macrae 
 

God of fruitfulness, you considered chaos, 
and planted creation deep in its barrenness. 
Your Spirit whispered over the waters, 
stirring into life that rich variety from your imagination; 
you called the sun, moon, and stars to shine, 
shouting to the fields to blossom. 
You shaped us in your image, 
seeing us as most precious of all created, 
willing to put our hands to work 
in the peace and beauty of your garden. 
 
But giving our attention to the purveyors 
of bad advice, we chose to wander 
down the streets of ignorance, darkness and death. 
Longing to sustain us with your love, 
you sent the prophets, their words a feast of truth and hope; 
but we continued to chew 
on the mouldy bread of unfaithfulness. 
Then you placed Jesus among us, 
promising that if we would welcome him, 
we could embrace your salvation. 
 
Receive our praise, Triune God,  
and respond with grace to our confession.  
Amen. 
 
Friends hear with fresh ears and receptive hearts,  
Christ’s word of forgiveness and restoration: 
 
Your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!  

https://ia601506.us.archive.org/4/items/sept-19-opening-prayer/Sept%2019%20Opening%20Prayer.mp3
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Introduction of the theme with the children:  
“Who is the greatest?” 

 
Hymn 491 Father welcomes all his children 
By Robin Mann, 1949- , © 1992 by R. Mann, Kevin Mayhew Ltd.  OneLicense 604653.   
From Together in Song, HarperCollins Religious.  
Pianist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander.  
 

Refrain 
Father welcomes all his children 
to his family through his Son; 
Father giving his salvation, 
life for ever has been won. 
 
Little children, come to me, 
for my kingdom is of these; 
life and love I have to give, 
mercy for your sin. 
Refrain 
 
In the water, in the word 
in his promise, be assured; 
those who are baptized and believe 
shall be born again. 
Refrain 
 
Let us daily die to sin, 
let us daily rise with him, 
walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 
live in the peace of God 
Refrain 

 
Readings: Liselle Gonsalves 

 
Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 
 

James 3:13-18   
 

https://youtu.be/5QPqjIv4cH0
https://ia601404.us.archive.org/26/items/hymn-father-welcomes-all-his-children-16.9.21/Hymn%20-%20Father%20welcomes%20all%20his%20children%20-%2016.9.21.mp3
https://ia601405.us.archive.org/30/items/readings-19th-sep/Liselle%20Bible%20Readings.mp3
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Two Kinds of Wisdom 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that 
your works are done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you have 
bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be boastful and false to 
the truth. 15 Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. 16 For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will 
also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17 But the wisdom from above 
is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
 
Mark 9:30-37 
 
Jesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want 
anyone to know it; 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The 
Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and 
three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did not understand 
what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
 
Who Is the Greatest? 
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for 
on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat 
down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be 
last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among 
them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
not me but the one who sent me.” 
 
Lord may your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  
 

Preaching           Rev Alistair Macrae 
‘True greatness’ 

 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/4j0PN9GQGc0
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Hymn 473 Community of Christ 
By Shirley Erena Murray, 1931-, ©Words by permission of Hope Publishing Co., USA. 
OneLicense 604653.  From Together in Song, HarperCollins Religious.  
Organist: Geoffrey Urquhart. Soloist: Grant Diffey 
  

Community of Christ, 
who make the Cross your own, 
live out your creed and risk your life 
for God alone: 
the God who wears your face, 
to whom all worlds belong, 
whose children are of every race 
and every song. 
  
Community of Christ, 
look past the Church’s door 
and see the refugee, the hungry, 
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash 
your neighbour’s feet. 
  
Community of Christ 
through whom the word must sound -  
cry out for justice and for peace 
the whole world round: 
disarm the powers that war 
and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread, and tears of anguish into joy. 
  
When menace melts away, 
so shall God’s will be done, 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one for evermore.  
 
 
 

https://ia601707.us.archive.org/19/items/trio-in-g-major-j-s-bach/Community%20of%20Christ_r1.mp3
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Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer   Rev Alistair Macrae 
 

God of the lowest and the least, 
we pray for all who suffer the effects of starvation, war or disease, 
for those who suffer most acutely the effects of the Covid pandemic 
through bereavement, physical and mental illness and economic hardship. 
 
We pray for your worldwide church, 
for all who teach our children in school or at church, 
for school chaplains, 
and for all community service agencies, 
for the ministry of Uniting, for its staff, volunteers  
and for all for whom they care.  
 
We give thanks for all whose daily work  
nurtures children or sustains the elderly, 
and for all who bring dignity and hope to your people. 
 
God of the sick and the sorrowing, 
we pray for all in trouble or distress 
and for those who sit with sick and the dying to bring consolation. 
 
Christ Jesus,  
you welcomed children and brought healing and hope into their lives. 
We pray that our church will create places  
of welcome, care and safety for all children,  
reflecting your love and compassion. 
God of love and comfort, 
we pray for children who have been neglected or abused, 
that people will come into their lives 
who love and nurture them in life-giving ways. 
We pray for our children and families ministry at Wesley,  
for Susan Sha and all our teachers. 
May our whole church community embody your care and love. 
And we pray that your Spirit will empower us to be advocates 
for a society in which all children can flourish. 
God of the living and the dead, 
we remember those who have died in your love. 
Especially today we give thanks for the life of your servant, Jean Austin. 

https://ia601506.us.archive.org/22/items/sept-19-prayers-of-the-people_202109/Sept%2019%20Prayers%20of%20the%20people.mp3
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Receive her into your eternal presence, 
may your perpetual light shine upon her now 
as it has shone through her in life, 
and draw near to comfort Sandra and all who loved her.   
  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

 
Hymn 613 Lord of all hopefulness 
By Joyce Placzek ('Jan Struther'), 1901-53.  ©Words from "Enlarged Songs of Praise" 

1931 by permission of Oxford University Press.  OneLicense 604653.  From Together in 

Song, HarperCollins Religious. Soloist: John Lander.  Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Recording 

made at Wesley Church.  

 

Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy, 

be there at our waking and give us, we pray, 

your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe, 

be there at our labours and give us, we pray, 

your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 

Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace, 

be there at our homing and give us, we pray, 

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

https://ia903201.us.archive.org/20/items/lord-of-all-hopefulness/Lord%20of%20all%20hopefulness.mp3
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Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm, 

be there at our sleeping and give us, we pray, 

your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 

Benediction 
 

May the love of God enfold us, 
the wisdom of the Son enlighten us, 
the fire of the Spirit inflame us; 
And may the blessing of God rest upon us, 
abide within us,  
and be transmitted through us, 
now, always and everywhere.  

 

Postlude 
Two movements from the English Suite in A major               J S Bach 
Pianist: Geoff Urquhart  
 

 
 
 

https://youtu.be/zw3LRT2yLZY
https://ia803209.us.archive.org/35/items/31st-english-suite-in-a-major-j-s-bach/English%20Suite%20in%20A%20major%20-%20J%20S%20Bach.mp3
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Worship Services 
   
On-site Sunday services remain suspended for the foreseeable future. 
When things start to open up a bit, Church Council will exercise discretion, 
following Government and Synod guidelines, about how and under what 
conditions to open up for worship services and other face-to-face activi-
ties. 

Bible Study Series 
 
Sandy Yule’s bible study series on the Letter to the Ephesians 
continues on Monday evening, September 20th.  
 
The next meeting will focus on Ephesians chapter 5. It’s not too 
late to join, if you join now, just read the first 4 chapters for con-
text.    
 
The series will go for six sessions total, 7.30 pm - 8.30 pm.  
 
Interested people should contact Sandy by phone at 9600 4006 or 
by email at: yules@optusnet.com.au 
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae 
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: minister@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off: Monday and Friday 

 

   Rev Dr Sandy Yule (part-time)  
   Email: yules@optusnet.com.au 
 
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Minister’s Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays  
           

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 20th September Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
 Tuesday 21st September James 5:1-6 
 Wednesday 22nd September James 5:7-12 
 Thursday 23rd September James 5:13-20 
 Friday 24th September Numbers 11:4-6, 10-17, 24-29 
 Saturday 25th September Mark 9:38-50 

 

Readings 

19th September 2021 
Prv 31:10-31 
Ps 1 
Jas 3:13–4:3,7-8a 
Mk 9:30-37 

26th September 2021 
Est 7:1-6, 9-10;9:20-22 
Ps 124 
Jas 5:13-20 
Mk 9:38-50  

mailto:minister@wesleychurch.org.au
mailto:yules@optusnet.com.au
mailto:churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/
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