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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

Welcome and Acknowledgement 
 
Call to Worship: (Psalm 138: 1-3) 
 

I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart;  
before the gods I sing your praise; 
I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name  
for your steadfast love and your faithfulness;  
for you have exalted your name and your word above everything. 
On the day I called, you answered me, 
you increased my strength of soul. 

 
Hymn 143 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
© Together in Song. Pianist: Geoff Urquhart.  Solo: Catherine McLean 
 
1. Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancients of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, your great name we praise. 
  
2.   Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
 nor wanting, nor wasting, but ruling in might; 
 your justice like mountains high soaring above, 
 your clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.  
 
3.   You give life to all, Lord, to both great and small, 
 in all life now living, the true life of all; 
 we blossom and flourish as leaves on a tree, 
 then wither: but ever unchanged you will be. 
  
4.   Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
 your angels adore you, all veiling their sight; 
 of all your rich graces this grace, Lord, impart -  
 take the veil from our faces, the veil from our heart. 

https://youtu.be/GogsUpdeJhc
https://ia801400.us.archive.org/21/items/hymn-immortal-invisible_202008/Hymn%20-%20Immortal%2C%20invisible.mp3
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  5.  All praise we would render: reveal to our sight 
 what hides you is only the splendour of light; 
 and so let your glory, Almighty, impart, 
 through Christ in the story, your Christ to the heart.   
 
Centring prayer and prayer of confession 
 

Hold me in your heart, Lord 
keep me from harm’s reach  
elevated on your platform of righteousness 
Hold me in your heart, Lord. 
Through my brightest days 
through my darkest nights 
Hold me in your heart, Lord. 
Stand with me in my fear 
guide me to respond in love 
Hold me in your heart, Lord. 
Light my path with golden hues 
and barricade the doors to sinfulness 
Hold me in your heart, Lord 
Use this vessel made in your image 
to create gifts that inspire the world 
Hold me in your heart, Lord. 

      (Written by Skye Wiles, 2018) 
 

Lord of light and love, of hope and happiness, of truth and trust,  
we acknowledge our need of your mercy and rehabilitation. 
  
We may not be great sinners, 
yet we acknowledge the entangling web of human evil  
of which we are each a part,  
and confess those particular strands of hurtfulness, or apathy, 
which we have contributed to the general mess. 
  
Forgive us when we have blocked your light, hindered your love,  
diminished hope, impeded happiness, obscured your truth and grace.  
 
Forgive and renew us, O God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Hear the word of grace and healing: 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God.  
  

Introduction of the theme with the children   
“God’s big family” 

 
Hymn 164 The Great Love of God 
© Words by D. T. Niles by permission Christian Conference of Asia.  Tune: Arrangement 
by C. Vijaya from the "CCA Hymnal" by permission Christian Conference of Asia  
Sung by Grant Diffey. Pianist: Geoff Urquhart 
 

The great love of God 
is revealed in the Son, 
who came to this earth 
to redeem every one. 
  
That love, like a stream 
flowing clear to the sea, 
makes clean every heart 
that from sin would be free 
  
It binds the whole world, 
every barrier it breaks, 
the hills it lays low, 
and the mountains it shakes. 
  
It’s yours, its is ours, 
O how lavishly giv’n! 
the pearl of great price, 
and the treasure of heav’n.  

 
Readings      
 

Reader: Clare Boyd-Macrae 
 
Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/jJjsUsAiIkU
https://ia801504.us.archive.org/12/items/26th-july-greatloveofgod/greatloveofgod.mp3
https://ia601407.us.archive.org/16/items/6thJuneReadings/2021-06-03_18-58-32.mp3


         5  

 

1 Samuel 8: 4-20  
 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 
5 and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; 
appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” 6 But the thing 
displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel 
prayed to the Lord, 7 and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the 
people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to me, from 
the day I brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving 
other gods, so also they are doing to you. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; 
only—you shall solemnly warn them, and show them the ways of the king 
who shall reign over them.” 
10 So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were 
asking him for a king. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who 
will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots 
and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; 12 and he will appoint 
for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some 
to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of 
war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be 
perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and 
vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. 15 He will take 
one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and 
his courtiers. 16 He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of 
your cattle and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take one-tenth 
of your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out 
because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord 
will not answer you in that day.” 
19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but 
we are determined to have a king over us, so that we also may be like other 
nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 
battles.” 
  
Mark 3: 21-22, 31-35 
 
When Jesus’s family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were 
saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down 
from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he 
casts out demons.”   
Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to 
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him and called him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, 
‘Your mother and your brothers and sisters[a] are outside, asking for 
you.’ 33 And he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking 
at those who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 
mother.’  
   
Lord, may your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  

 
Preaching          Rev Alistair Macrae 
‘Be careful what you wish for, you just might get it.’      
  
Hymn 208 Jesus has come and brings joy as our Saviour 
© Words (v. 2) by permission of Concordia Publishing House  
Pianist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander  
  

1.   Jesus has come, and brings joy as our Saviour, 
 Alpha and Omega, see he is here! 
 Mighty Creator, and strong to deliver, 
 God and yet human, to us he draws near. 
 Christians, proclaim him, the same now and ever: 
 Jesus has come, and brings joy as our Saviour. 
  

2.   Jesus has come; now see bonds torn asunder, 
 shackles of death now dissolve, disappear. 
 See him burst through with a voice as a thunder; 
 he sets us free from our guilt and our fear, 
 lifts us from shame to the place of his honour. 
 Jesus has come; now see bonds torn asunder.  
 

 3.  Jesus has come; as the King he is reigning; 
 sing of his mercy and praise his great might. 
 Loving and gracious, your hearts he is claiming; 
 open them, then, to your Lord with delight. 
 Think of his love and the crown you are gaining; 
 Jesus has come; as the King he is reigning. 
  

4.   Jesus has come as the Servant to suffer; 
 sins of the world as the Lamb he must bear. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+3%3A+31-35&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24318a
https://youtu.be/hNQ1GIRDkeI
https://ia801403.us.archive.org/26/items/dank-sei-dir-herr-ochs/Jesus%20has%20come%20-%20hymn%20.mp3
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 Dying for sinners, in grace he can offer 
 pardon and peace for all people to share. 
 Love beyond telling, what gifts now you offer!  
 Jesus has come as the Servant to suffer. 
  

5.   Jesus has come and his grace is bestowing, 
 comes with his mercy, each longing to still. 
 Life-giving waters for all are now flowing; 
 come, all who thirst, come and drink, all who will. 
 Great is the mercy and love he is showing: 
 Jesus has come and his grace is bestowing.  

 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord God, friend of those in need, 
your Son Jesus has untied our burdens and healed our spirits. 
We lift up the prayers of our hearts for those still burdened, 
those seeking healing, 
those in need within the church and the world. 

 
For all who suffer from the dangers of war, 
for the dispossessed and refugees. 
for all who hunger and cannot feed their children, 
for those without work or means of support. 
 
We pray for all who are marginalised in our own community, 
for the neglected, the frail, the vulnerable, for all who feel unvalued, 
for our friends and families, our neighbours and ourselves. 
 
For your church everywhere, 
for the Uniting Church in Australia, 
for its congregations, community service agencies, 
hospitals and schools. 
We pray for our leaders: our national President, Deidre,  
for Sharon Hollis as she prepares to take on that role, 
for our Moderator, Denise, 
and all who lead here at Wesley. 
Bless the life and witness of Wesley Church, 
grant us new vision and desire to share and embody 
the good news of your love. 
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We pray for those whose isolation  
has been increased by the latest restrictions. 
For effective responses to the virus here in Australia, 
and especially or those places in the world  
most effected and least resourced to respond.  
May there be a generous collaboration by the international community 
to ensure help where it is most needed.  
Hear our unspoken prayers, gracious God, 
help us to love you with our whole being 
and willingly share the concerns of our neighbours.  

 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Hymn 621 (Tune: 339 Passion Chorale) O God of every nation 
© Words from the "United Methodist Hymnal" USA by permission of The Hymn Society of 
America.  Music by permission of Carl Fischer Inc.  
Soloist: John Lander.  Pianist: Geoff Urquhart  
 
1. O God of every nation, 
 of every race and land, 
 redeem your whole creation 
 with your almighty hand; 
 where hate and fear divide us, 
 and bitter threats are hurled, 
 in love and mercy guide us, 
 and heal our strife-torn world. 
 

2.  From search for wealth and power 
 and scorn of truth and right, 

https://ia801501.us.archive.org/20/items/hymn-o-god-of-every-nation_202008/Hymn%20-%20O%20God%20of%20Every%20Nation.mp3
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 from trust in bombs that shower 
 destruction through the night, 
 from pride of race and station 
 and blindness to your way, 
 deliver every nation, 
 eternal God, we pray. 
 

 3.  Lord, strengthen all who labour 
 that all may find release 
 from fear of rattling sabre, 
 from dread of war’s increase; 
 when hope and courage falter, 
 Lord, let your voice be heard; 
 with faith that none can alter 
 your servants undergird. 
 

 4.  Keep bright in us the vision 
 of days when war shall cease, 
 when hatred and division 
 give way to love and peace, 
 till dawns the morning glorious 
 when truth and justice reign, 
 and Christ shall rule victorious 
 o’er all the world’s domain.  

Benediction 
 
The love of the Creator uphold you. 
The love of the Son, enfold you. 
The love of the Spirit surround you. 
Now, always and everywhere.  
 

Postlude 
Concerto in G Major  
Organist: Geoff Urquhart 

https://ia801904.us.archive.org/21/items/concerto-in-g-major-14th-june/Concerto%20in%20G%20major.mp3
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Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  

OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  

Evening Services Set to Resume 
 

Finally, we are set to resume the evening services on a limited basis for the 
remainder of the year (or until a second Minister is in placement).  
 
Covid-permitting, here is the plan: 
 
First Sunday of the month:   ‘FEAST’ 6pm       
Contemporary-style worship (new service format and style),  
commencing July. 
 
Third Sunday of the month:   6pm       
Regular evening service, commencing June 20. 
 
Fifth Sunday of each month:   6pm       
Hymn service  

© Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 Nation-
al Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. All music printed in this order of service is either in the public domain or is used with permis-
sion under the congregation’s One License #A-604653. All right reserved.  
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae 
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: amacrae@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off: Mondays and Fridays 

 

    
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Minister’s Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays (9.30 am to 2.30 pm) 
   *Wednesdays to Fridays ((9.30 am to 2.30 pm) 
   *During Lockdown Work from Home 
     

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 7th June 1 Samuel 15:1-16  
 Tuesday 8th June 1 Samuel 15:17-33  
 Wednesday 9th June 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13*  
 Thursday 10th June  1 Samuel 16:14-23  
 Friday 11th June  2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 
 Saturday 12th June  Mark 4:26-34 

                                  Readings                    
 6th June 2021 

1 Sm 8:4-11 

Ps 138 

2 Cor 4:13-5:1 

Mk 3:20-35 

13th June 2021 

1 Sm 15:34–16:13 

Ps 20 

2 Cor 5:6-10 

Mk 4:26-34 

https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/

