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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

Welcome and Acknowledgment 
 
Call to Worship 
 

God is our refuge and strength,  
a very present help in times of trouble.  
Therefore we will not fear though the earth should change, 
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
though its waters roar and foam,  
though the mountains tremble, 
the Lord of hosts is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our refuge. (Psalm 46) 

 
Hymn 122 What shall I do, my God to love 
by Charles Wesley, 1707-88.  From Together in Song.  Harper Collins Religious Public 
Domain. Pianist: Geoff Urquhart. Soloist: John Lander  
  
1.  What shall I do my God to love, 
 my loving God to praise? 
 the length, and breadth, and height to prove, 
 and depth of sovereign grace? 
 
2. Your sovereign grace to all extends, 
 immense and unconfined; 
 from age to age it never ends, 
 to reach all humankind.  
 
 3.  Throughout the world its breadth is known, 
 wide as infinity; 
 so wide it never passed by one, 
 or it had passed by me. 
 
 

https://youtu.be/mQCLLRymh4s
https://ia601705.us.archive.org/19/items/dank-sei-dir-herr-ochs/What%20shall%20I%20do%20-%20hymn%20.mp3
https://hymnary.org/person/Wesley_Charles
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 4.  My trespass was grown up to heav’n; 
 but far above the skies, 
 in Christ abundantly forgiv’n, 
 I see your mercies rise.  
  
5.  The depth of all-redeeming love 
 what angel tongue can tell? 
 O may I to the utmost prove 
 the gift unspeakable. 
  
6.  Come quickly, gracious Lord, and take 
 possession of your own; 
 my longing heart be pleased to make 
 your everlasting throne. 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Confession 
 

God, Creator of all things,  
as we gather in worship remind us again of who you are  
so that we may learn again who we are, 
your beloved children created to live in loving relationship with you; 
and in love and justice with each other.  
 
Loving God, when we are inclined to worry or panic, 
speak with authority to us, 
so that fears may be our confronted and addressed 
and our faith reinstated. 
 
Through Christ and in him let us spend our days and nights 
with the courage and peace of those who know 
they are being saved and sustained by an imperturbable grace. 
 
And trusting in that grace we are bold to confess our sin: 
 
If, in times of trial, 
we have failed to call upon you to save us: 
forgive us.  
 
If, in the face of evil,  
we have turned a blind eye, a deaf ear, 
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or failed to raise our voice: 
forgive us.  
 
So that when occasions demand, 
we have the courage and the clarity 
to speak and act for the good, the true and the right: 
forgive and equip us with your Spirit. Amen. 
 
Friends, hear God’s good Word: 
in Christ, our sins are forgiven.  

 
Introduction of the Theme with the children 
 
Song    ‘God is above us and below’ 
(© Words: A. Macrae, Tune: G.Urquhart) Sung by Wesley Children.  
 

God is above us and God is below; 
God is inside us and God is beside; 
God goes before us and God is behind; 
In future, past and present, God abides. 

     
Readings      
 
 Reader: Susan Sha 
 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 

 

1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 19-23, 32-49   
   

 17 Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; they were gathered 
 at Socoh, which belongs to Judah, and encamped between Socoh and 
 Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 

 
4 And there came out from the camp of the Philistines a champion named 
Goliath, of Gath, whose height was six[a] cubits and a span. 5 He had a 
helmet of bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail; the 
weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of bronze. 6 He had greaves 
of bronze on his legs and a javelin of bronze slung between his shoulders. 
7 The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and his spear’s head 

https://youtu.be/gvAjNd__YPk
https://ia801807.us.archive.org/11/items/god-is-above-us-wesley-children-c/God%20is%20above%20us%20-%20Wesley%20Children%20C.mp3
https://ia601402.us.archive.org/9/items/readings-for-sunday-20th-june-2021/Readings%20for%20Sunday%2020thJune%202021.mp3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+17%3A4-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7623a
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weighed six hundred shekels of iron; and his shield-bearer went before 
him. 8 He stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why have you come 
out to draw up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not servants 
of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down to me. 9 If 
he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we will be your servants; but if 
I prevail against him and kill him, then you shall be our servants and serve 
us.” 10 And the Philistine said, “Today I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a 
man, that we may fight together.” 11 When Saul and all Israel heard these 
words of the Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 

 
19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Israel, were in the valley of Elah, 
fighting with the Philistines. 20 David rose early in the morning, left the 
sheep with a keeper, took the provisions, and went as Jesse had 
commanded him. He came to the encampment as the army was going 
forth to the battle line, shouting the war cry. 21 Israel and the Philistines 
drew up for battle, army against army. 22 David left the things in charge of 
the keeper of the baggage, ran to the ranks, and went and greeted his 
brothers. 23 As he talked with them, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, 
Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of the Philistines, and spoke 
the same words as before. And David heard him. 
 
32 David said to Saul, “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant 
will go and fight with this Philistine.” 33 Saul said to David, “You are not 
able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are just a boy, 
and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 34 But David said to Saul, 
“Your servant used to keep sheep for his father; and whenever a lion or a 
bear came, and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went after it and struck it 
down, rescuing the lamb from its mouth; and if it turned against me, I 
would catch it by the jaw, strike it down, and kill it. 36 Your servant has 
killed both lions and bears; and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like 
one of them, since he has defied the armies of the living God.” 37 David 
said, “The LORD, who saved me from the paw of the lion and from the 
paw of the bear, will save me from the hand of this Philistine.” So Saul 
said to David, “Go, and may the LORD be with you!” 

38 Saul clothed David with his armor; he put a bronze helmet on his head 
and clothed him with a coat of mail. 39 David strapped Saul’s sword over 
the armor, and he tried in vain to walk, for he was not used to them. Then 
David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these; for I am not used to them.” 
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So David removed them. 40 Then he took his staff in his hand, and chose 
five smooth stones from the wadi, and put them in his shepherd’s bag, in 
the pouch; his sling was in his hand, and he drew near to the Philistine. 

41 The Philistine came on and drew near to David, with his shield-bearer in 
front of him. 42 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained 
him, for he was only a youth, ruddy and handsome in appearance. 43 The 
Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” 
And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine said to 
David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and 
to the wild animals of the field.” 45 But David said to the Philistine, “You 
come to me with sword and spear and javelin; but I come to you in the 
name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 
have defied. 46 This very day the LORD will deliver you into my hand, and I 
will strike you down and cut off your head; and I will give the dead bodies 
of the Philistine army this very day to the birds of the air and to the wild 
animals of the earth, so that all the earth may know that there is a God in 
Israel, 47 and that all this assembly may know that the LORD does not save 
by sword and spear; for the battle is the LORD’s and he will give you into 
our hand.” 

48 When the Philistine drew nearer to meet David, David ran quickly 
toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 David put his hand in his 
bag, took out a stone, slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead; 
the stone sank into his forehead, and he fell face down on the ground. 
 
Mark 4: 35-41  
 
Jesus Stills a Storm 
 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across 
to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with 
them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great 
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was 
already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 
and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we 
are perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 
“Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He 
said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And they 
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were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

 

Lord, may your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  
 

Preaching 
“Our Refuge and Our Strength’’ 
 
Hymn 621 (Tune 339 Passion Chorale) O God of every nation 
© Words from the "United Methodist Hymnal" USA by permission of The Hymn Society of 
America.  Music by permission of Carl Fischer Inc.  
Soloist: John Lander.  Pianist: Geoff Urquhart  
 
 1.  O God of every nation, 
 of every race and land, 
 redeem your whole creation 
 with your almighty hand; 
 where hate and fear divide us, 
 and bitter threats are hurled, 
 in love and mercy guide us, 
 and heal our strife-torn world. 
 
2.  From search for wealth and power 

and scorn of truth and right, 
 from trust in bombs that shower 
 destruction through the night, 
 from pride of race and station 
 and blindness to your way, 
 deliver every nation, 
 eternal God, we pray. 
 
 3.  Lord, strengthen all who labour 
 that all may find release 
 from fear of rattling sabre, 
 from dread of war’s increase; 
 when hope and courage falter, 
 Lord, let your voice be heard; 
 with faith that none can alter 
 your servants undergird. 

https://youtu.be/4H_Ns07QBu4
https://ia803204.us.archive.org/28/items/hymn-o-god-of-every-nation_202008/Hymn%20-%20O%20God%20of%20Every%20Nation.mp3
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 4.  Keep bright in us the vision 
 of days when war shall cease, 
 when hatred and division 
 give way to love and peace, 
 till dawns the morning glorious 
 when truth and justice reign, 
 and Christ shall rule victorious 
 o’er all the world’s domain.  
 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

 
We pray for all whose lives are engulfed by misery, 
for those threatened by famine, disease or war. 
When we are overwhelmed by helplessness and fear, 
when we face disasters beyond our control: 
Calm our terrors and still our souls, 
that we might experience your presence and your power, O God.  
 
We pray for your worldwide church, 
for those who are persecuted for their faith, 
and for those whose faith is in danger from lethargy and neglect. 
When we are overwhelmed by unbelief or guilt, 
when we cry out to you and you do not seem to hear: 
Calm our terrors and still our souls, 
that we might experience your presence and your power, O God.  
 
We pray for al in trouble or distress, 
for those assailed by panic or despair, 
for all who live with chronic pain, 
physical, mental, spiritual or emotional: 
Calm our terrors and still our souls, 
that we might experience your presence and your power, O God.  
 
In the silence we offer prayers for those who occupy our hearts and 
minds, 
commending them into your merciful and healing hands… 
 
Calm their terrors and still their souls, 
that they might experience your presence and your power, O God.  
 



         9  

 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

        
Hymn 578 How firm a foundation 
By “K-”. (?Richard Keen) in John Rippon's Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 
from Together in Song, Harper Collins Religious, PUBLIC DOMAIN  
Sung by Catherine McLean.  Organ music played by Geoff Urquhart and recorded at Wesley.  
 
1. How firm a foundation, you people of God, 
 is laid for your faith in his excellent word; 
 what more can he say than to you he has said 
 to all who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
 2. Fear not, he is with you, and be not dismayed. 
 for he is your God, and will still give you aid:  
 he’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
 upheld by his righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
3. When through the deep waters God calls you to go, 
 the rivers of grief shall not you overflow; 
 the Lord will be with you in trouble to bless, 
 and sanctify to you your deepest distress. 
 
4. When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie 
 God’s grace all-sufficient shall be your supply; 
 the flame shall not hurt you, God’s only design 
 your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 
 

https://ia903208.us.archive.org/34/items/how-firm-a-foundation/How%20Firm%20%20a%20Foundation.mp3
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© Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. All music printed in this order of service is either in the public domain or is 
used with permission under the congregation’s One License #A-604653. All right reserved.  

 5. The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose 
 he will not, he cannot, desert to its foes; 
 that soul, though all hell should endeavour to shake, 
 he never will leave, he will never forsake. 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
‘The King of love’ by Robin Milbank..  Organist: Geoff Urquhart 

https://youtu.be/giZlTneQ5_I
https://ia803201.us.archive.org/8/items/28th-organ-prelude-on-the-king-of-love-robin-millbank/Organ%20prelude%20on%20The%20King%20of%20Love%20-%20Robin%20Millbank.mp3
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NOTICES 
 

• Return to worship  
 
 Evening Service this Sunday, June 20th, 6pm 
 

 The latest easing of restrictions mean we can hold the evening service this 
 week. We expect a small congregation in these circumstances but all are 
 welcome. We will not be promoting this service beyond our congregation. 
 In these conditions we will not be having Holy Communion or enjoying 
 the normal post-worship hospitality and fellowship in the church.  
 

 Next Sunday, June 27th, 11am 
 

 We intend to resume the morning service next Sunday, June 27th, at the 
 normal 11am time. The focus of this service will be on the Covenant 
 between Wesley Church and Uniting which we affirm annually together. 
 Some Uniting staff and Board members will participate in the service and 
 printed copies of the Covenant will be available to take home.  
 

 

Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  

OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae 
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: amacrae@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off: Monday and Friday 

 

    
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Minister’s Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays (9.30 am to 2.30 pm) 
           

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 21st June Psalm 145:10-21  
 Tuesday 22nd June 1 Samuel 19:1-17 

 Wednesday 23rd June 2 Samuel 1:1-4, 17-27 
 Thursday 24th June  2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
 Friday 25th June  2 Corinthians 8:7-15 
 Saturday 26th June  Mark 5:21-43 

                                  Readings                    
 20th June 2021 

Sm 17:57 - 18:5,10-16 

Ps 133 

2 Cor 6:1-13 

Mk 4:35-41 

27th  June 2021 

2 Sm 1:1,17-27 

Ps 130 

2 Cor 8:7-15 

Mk 5:21-43 

https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/
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