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The Parable of  the Mustard Seed  
(artist unknown)  

A painted window at the YMCA training centre in Kassel,  
Germany. 

 

Attribution: From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Li-
brary, Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55890 
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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

Welcome and Acknowledgment 
 
Call to Worship 
 

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, 
the name of the God of Jacob defend you. 
Some put their trust in chariots and some in horses, 
but we will call upon the name of the Lord our God. 
They collapse and fall down, 
but we will arise and stand upright. 
O Lord, give victory to the king; 
and answer us when we call.  (From Psalm 20) 

 
Hymn 152  Joyful, joyful, we adore you 

Soloist: John Lander.  Organist: Geoff Urquhart.   

Recording made at Wesley Church.  
 

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore you,  
God of glory, Lord of love;  
hearts unfold like flowers before you  
opening to the sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,  
drive the dark of doubt away;  
giver of immortal gladness,  
fill us with the light of day. 
 
2 All your works with joy surround you,  
earth and heav'n reflect your rays,  
stars and angels sing around you,  
centre of unbroken praise.  
Field and forest, vale and mountain,  
flowery meadow, flashing sea,  
singing bird and flowing fountain 
call to praise you joyfully. 

https://youtu.be/lF5_j2mNlf8
https://ia803201.us.archive.org/35/items/joyful-joyful/Joyful%2C%20joyful.mp3
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3 You are giving and forgiving,  
ever blessing, ever blest,  
well-spring of the joy of living,  
ocean-depth of happy rest.  
You our Father, Christ our brother, 
all are yours who live in love;  
teach us how to love each other,  
lift us to your joy above. 

                Henry Van Dyke, 1852-1933  
                Arrangement © L. F. Bartlett                     

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Confession 
 

Most glorious yet most humble God,  
although the universe cannot contain you,  
you choose to befriend us. 
By your Spirit you take up residence in our lives,  
turning our frail, mortal bodies into temples of your Spirit. 
God, give us the grace to glorify you in these meagre temples,  
reflecting your light and displaying your generous love.  
  
Lord Jesus Christ, you seek to shape us,  
through the Holy Spirit, into a fuller humanity. 
And so we confess our sin,  
asking you to forgive our foolish and selfish ways,  
and to encourage and nurture all that is good in us. 
  
Come, Spirit of the merciful Christ,  
open up all the dark places. 
wash and absolve us. 
Come Spirit of the merciful Christ,  
heal our nature when it is disordered 
and grant us your peace. 
Come Holy Spirit,  
encourage and grow all that is good and true and well-intentioned. 
In you we place our trust, today and to eternity.  
Amen. 
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Introduce theme with children  
“God looks on the heart” 
 
Hymn 130  We plough the fields 

©Together in Song.  Harmony from "Revised Church Hymnal," 1927 by permission of 
Oxford University Press. Sung by Susan Phillips. Organist: Geoffrey Urquhart.  
Recorded at the Anglican parish of Christ Church Hawthorn  
  
1.  We plough the fields, and scatter 

the good seed on the land. 
 But it is fed and watered  
 by God’s almighty hand; 
 God sends the cold in winter, 
 the warmth to swell the grain, 
 the breezes and the sunshine, 
 and soft refreshing rain. 
 
 All good gifts around us 
 are sent from heaven above; 
 then thank the Lord, 
 O thank the Lord 
 for such abounding love. 
  
2.  We glorify the maker 

of everything that is, 
who gives to us to care for 
the earth, the air, the seas; 
who wills that all the peoples 
might have their daily bread, 
that we might share our plenty 
as channel of God’s love. 

  
3.  We thank you, gracious giver 

of all things bright and good, 
the seed-time and the harvest, 
our life, our health, our food. 
Help us in our thanksgiving 
to use your gifts with care, 
to serve as friends and neighbours 
your children everywhere. 

 

https://youtu.be/BMo-q3K4SMc
https://ia801502.us.archive.org/35/items/12th-july-we-plough-the-fields/We%20plough%20the%20fields.mp3


         5  

 

Readings        
 
Reader: Leonie Barber 
 

 Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 

 
1 Samuel 15:34 – 16: 13 (NRSV)  

 34 Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah 
 of Saul. 35 Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but 
 Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul 
 king over Israel. 
 
 David Anointed as King 

16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears 
of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, 
‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, 
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 
anointed is now before the LORD.”[a] 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called 
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the 
LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse made seven of his sons 
pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen 
any of these.” 11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And 

https://ia801403.us.archive.org/13/items/readings-13th-june/My-recording-47.mp3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-7602a
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Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until 
he comes here.” 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and 
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one.”  

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of 
his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from 
that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Mark 4: 26-34 (NRSV) 
 
26 Jesus also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter 
seed on the ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed 
would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of 
itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29 But 
when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 
harvest has come.” 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable will we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown 
upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is 
sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth 
large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able 
 to hear it; 34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained 
 everything in private to his disciples. 

 
 

Lord, may your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  

 
Preaching 
“God looks on the heart” 

 
 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/7ZpiBZ-MEQw
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Hymn  658    Here I am, Lord 
© Words and music by permission of Oregon Catholic Press.   
Pianist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Catherine McLean 
 
1. I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
my hand will save. 

 I who make the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send? 
 
 Here I am, Lord. Is it I Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
  

2.   I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain. 
 I have wept for love of them. 
 They turn a-way. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 Give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my words to them. 
 Whom shall I send? 
 

  Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 
  

3.  I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame. 
 I will set a feast for them. 
 My hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide, 
 Till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send? 

https://ia801505.us.archive.org/18/items/hymn-i-the-lord-of-sea-and-sky/Hymn%20-%20I%20the%20Lord%20of%20Sea%20and%20Sky.mp3
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 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
 I have heard you calling in the night. 
 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer    Fay Yule 

 
 Gracious friend, and God of compassion, 

 we reach out to you for understanding 
 while barely understanding ourselves. 

 
 In the confusion of Covid lockdown  
 it is easy to lose our sense of self and our place in the world. 
 
 We need you in our lives. 
 
 Just and faithful God 
 We pray for your world…. 
 
 For all people affected by the pandemic 
 Bring comfort to those who are ill  
 or have lost family and friends to the disease. 
 
 To the frightened, the lonely and the displaced….  
 bring assurance that they are not alone. 
 
 Give strength to all who are working to confront the disease  
 whether in professional roles or as volunteers. 
 
 Where there is unrest in your world… 
 We pray for peace and just relationships between countries 
 
 We pray for wise and honest participation in international meetings 
 
 We pray for more careful care and concern for the land and environment  
 and an end to selfish exploitative practices. 
 
 

https://ia801405.us.archive.org/11/items/prayers-13th-june/20210609-225450.mp3
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We pray for our indigenous communities. 
for acknowledgment of their culture and love and knowledge of the land.  
We pray for more humane treatment of refugees,  
who have lost the security of home and place,  
yet are treated as interlopers. 
 
Today, we particularly pray for 3 year old Tharnicaa,  
the youngest member of the Marugappan family,  
who is seriously unwell and required hospitalisation  
resulting in separation from her father and sister. 
 
We pray too for the people of Biloela  
who welcomed the Marugappan family into their community  
and want them to return but have been told that the family 
 is not entitled to remain in Australia 
 
We pray for the decision makers, who feel bound by past decisions, and 

 mistakes. 
May they find a more creative and humane path 
 
Loving God 
 
We pray for the church gathered today,  
both here and around the world,  
that it may encourage all of its members  
to discover, develop and use all their gifts,  
those of nature and those of grace. 

 
We are a privileged people. 
 
You have planted the seed of your spirit within us  
and so called us to service. 
Help us to multiply all that you have given us,  
to risk spreading your word  
and perhaps see it misunderstood,  
to gamble by loving those whom others think worthy only of hate,  
to take chances by doing good to those who have not done good to us.  
 
Make us people who share in both word and deed  
that which you have given to us. 
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We pray for our congregation and life at Wesley 
remembering particularly those of our community who live alone  
and have struggled with the limits imposed by the lockdown.  
May those who are ill or despairing, find solace.   
 
God of good gifts, 
help us to discover our potential. 
Guide us as we live and learn. 

 
Show us the way to find the good things that you have laid before us. 
Give us courage to explore new things. 

 
Teach us how to know and name our gifts and talents. 
and inspire us to use them in the loving service of others and the common 
good. 

 
All this we ask in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray together. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Hymn  473  Community of Christ 
©Words and Tune by permission of Hope Publishing Co., USA. One License #A-604653 
Soloist: Grant Diffey.  Pianist: Geoff Urquhart  
 

1.  Community of Christ, 
who make the Cross your own, 
live out your creed and risk your life 

https://ia801408.us.archive.org/34/items/trio-in-g-major-j-s-bach/Community%20of%20Christ_r1.mp3
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for God alone: 
the God who wears your face, 
to whom all worlds belong, 
whose children are of every race 
and every song. 
  
2.  Community of Christ, 
look past the Church’s door 
and see the refugee, the hungry, 
and the poor. 
Take hands with the oppressed, 
the jobless in your street, 
take towel and water, that you wash 
your neighbour’s feet. 

  
3.  Community of Christ 
through whom the word must sound -  
cry out for justice and for peace 
the whole world round: 
disarm the powers that war 
and all that can destroy, 
turn bombs to bread, and tears of anguish into joy. 
  
4.  When menace melts away, 
so shall God’s will be done, 
the climate of the world be peace 
and Christ its Sun; 
our currency be love 
and kindliness our law, 
our food and faith be shared as one for evermore.  

  

 
Benediction 

 

Postlude 

Voluntary in D Major                 William Croft 

https://youtu.be/yScvloKK-2U
https://ia801501.us.archive.org/29/items/21st-june-voluntary-in-d-major-william-croft/Voluntary%20in%20D%20major%20-%20William%20Croft.mp3
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© Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. All music printed in this order of service is either in the public domain or is 
used with permission under the congregation’s One License #A-604653. All right reserved.  

Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  

OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae 
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: amacrae@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off: Monday and Friday 

 

    
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Minister’s Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays (9.30 am to 2.30 pm) 
           

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 14th June 1 Samuel 17: 32-49  
 Tuesday 15th June 1 Samuel 17: 57-18:16  
 Wednesday 16th June 1 Samuel 18:17-29  
 Thursday 17th June  2 Corinthians 5:18-21 
 Friday 18th June  2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
 Saturday 19th June  Mark 4:35-41 

                                  Readings                    
 13th June 2021 

1 Sm 15:34–16:13 

Ps 20 

2 Cor 5:6-10 

Mk 4:26-34 

20th June 2021 

Sm 17:57 - 18:5,10-16 

Ps 133 

2 Cor 6:1-13 

Mk 4:35-41 

https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/

