
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Wesley Church Melbourne 
Congregation of the Uniting Church in Australia  

Service of the Lord’s Day 
9th May 2021 

(Online) 

Endless Road 
 

By Margret Hofheinz-Doring, 1910-1994 
 

"There aren’t any ordinary people in the world; everyone is extraordinary because everyone has been 
created by God, and is someone to reverence." 

Catherine Doherty, 20th century, from wordofgodeveryday.com 
Source: Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55314 
 

Acts 10: 34: ‘...God shows no partiality…’ 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdiglib.library.vanderbilt.edu%2Fact-imagelink.pl%3FRC%3D55314&data=04%7C01%7C%7C758f372e821045785b4808d90dc495bd%7Cea913fd58fd847c78f3f8117e1a387dc%7C0%7C0%7C637555960251585493%7CUnknown%7CTWF
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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

 
 
 
 
 

Prelude: 
Voluntary in C                                                        William Boyce (1711-1779) 
 
Welcome and acknowledgment 
 
Call to Worship: 
 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
the world and all who live in it. 
Let the floods clap their hands; 
let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord.  
(From Psalm 98) 

 
Hymn 218 Jesus! The name high over all 
 

1. Jesus! the name high over all, 
in hell or earth or sky; 
angels and men before it fall, 
and devils fear and fly, 
and devils fear and fly. 

 
2. Jesus! the name to sinners dear, 

the name to sinners given; 
it scatters all their guilty fear, 
it turns their hell to heaven, 
it turns their hell to heaven. 

 
3. Jesus! the prisoner’s fetters breaks, 

and bruises Satan’s head; 
power into strengthless souls it speaks, 
and life into the dead, 
and life into the dead. 
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 4. O that the world might taste and see 
the riches of his grace! 
the arms of love that compass me 
would everyone embrace, 
would everyone embrace. 

 
5. Happy, if with my dying breath 

I might but gasp his name; 
preach him to all, and cry in death: 
behold, behold the Lamb, 
behold, behold the Lamb! 
                                                          Charles Wesley 1707-88 alt 

 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Confession 
 

God our Creator, Father and Mother of all things living,  
crawling, swimming, flying, maker of the stars and planets,  
galaxies and ocean depths, mountains, trees,  
we join with all of creation in praise of you. 
Jesus Christ, of and from God, yet our brother, friend, Saviour,  
we give you thanks for your grace towards us and all people. 
Holy Spirit, God’s loving, enlivening energy and presence  
within and around us, we give our thanks. 
Triune God, we sing for joy at your presence. 
 
Hear too our confession. 
When we have not lifted our eyes beyond our own preoccupations  
to appreciate your creation and our place in it, forgive us. 
When we have failed to recognise your image  
in every person we encounter,  
if we have treated others with disrespect,  
contempt or indifference, forgive us. 
So that we may embrace your love for us and be used  
as channels of your peace and love to others,  
forgive and renew us. Amen. 

 
Introduction of the theme with the children:   
All are welcome in God’s love 
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Song:  All are welcome in this place 
 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
 A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
 Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
 Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 

  Refrain: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place.  
 

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and 
true, 

 Where all God’s children dare to seek /to dream God’s reign anew. 
 Here the cross shall stand as witness/and as symbol of God’s grace; 
 Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 

 

3. Let us build a house where love is found / in water, wine and wheat; 
 A banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet. 
 Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
 As we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
 

4. Let us build a house where hands will reach / beyond the wood and 
stone, 

 To heal and strengthen serve and teach / and live the Word they’ve 
known. 

 Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face; 
 Let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
 

5. Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
 And loved and treasured taught and claimed / as words within the 

Word. 
 Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of 

grace, 
 Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

 
Readings: 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 
 
 

John 15: 9-17 (NRSV)                                             
 
9 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 
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Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have said these things to you 
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you. 13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 I do not call you 
servants[a] any longer, because the servant[b] does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16 You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you 
these commands so that you may love one another. 
 
Acts 10: 44-48 (NRSV) 
 

Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit 
 

44 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46 for 
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 “Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 

Lord, may your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  

 

Preaching: Truly, God shows no partiality 
 
Hymn 136 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
 

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
like the wideness of the sea, 
and forgiveness in God’s justice 
sealed for us on Calvary. 

 
2. There is plentiful redemption 

in the blood that has been shed; 
there is joy for all the members 
in the sorrows of the Head. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+15%3A9-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26704b
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3. For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of our mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
 

4. But we make God’s love too narrow 
by false limits of our own, 
and we magnify his strictness 
with a zeal he will not own. 
 

5. If our love were but more simple 
we should take him at his word; 
and our lives would be illumined 
by the goodness of our Lord. 

                                                                   Frederick William Faber  1814-63 alt                                                                
 
Offering 
Prelude in C                                                         Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706) 
 
Notices   
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer               
 

For the oppressed and forgotten people of our nation and world we pray,  
that the grace of Christ will, through his servants, come to their aid. 
Although we cannot do everything, O God,  enable us to do some 
things. 
  
We pray for the unemployed and the unemployable,  
those who are grossly overworked and underpaid,  
and all who have seen the results of years of toil collapse around them,  
Although we cannot do everything, O God,  enable us to do some 
things. 
  
For the disinherited indigenous people of this and others countries,  
for their health and education, for the fostering of their culture,  
and for their leaders, and for those non-aboriginal people  
who work with them for justice and reconciliation, we pray. 
Although we cannot do everything, O God, enable us to do some 
things. 
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For the frail and the sick in this congregation and beyond,  
for the disabled and those who live with chronic pain,  
for those dying slowly and all who care for them,  
for the bereaved and loving friends  
who reach out to console them, we pray. 
Although we cannot do everything, O God,  enable us to do some 
things. 
  
We pray for all mothers…. 
For our own mothers… 
For all mothers living in poverty who struggle to provide for their 
children… 
For mothers who have to raise children without enough support… 
For mothers who have lost children… 
For women who long to be mothers but have not been able to fulfil that 
hope… 
 
Loving God, by your adoption we are your family;  
like children we pray to you,  
asking for the blessing of your hands laid upon us,  
that we may with courage and compassion,  
work with the other members of your family with humility.  
Through Christ Jesus our Brother and Saviour. 

 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
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Hymn 453 We limit not the truth of God 
 

1. We limit not the truth of God 
to our poor reach of mind, 
to notions of our day and sect, 
crude, partial and confined: 
no, let a new and better hope 
within our hearts be stirred: 
          the Lord has yet more light and truth 
          to break forth from his word. 

 

2. Our faithful forebears searching went 
the first steps of the way; 
this was the dawning, yet to grow 
into this perfect day. 
And grow it shall, our glorious sun 
will brighter rays afford:  

the Lord has yet more light and truth 
to break forth from his word. 

3. O Father, Son, and Spirit, send 
us increase from above; 
enlarge, expand all living souls 
to comprehend your love; 
and make us all go on to know, 
with nobler powers conferred, 

that you have yet more light and truth 
to break forth from your word. 
                                            George Rawson 1807-89 alt. 

 
Evacuation training exercise 
 
Benediction (given outside on driveway)  
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NOTICES 
 
 May Connexion  
 

   

The May Connexion publication date has been deferred until later in May 
due to Kerry Tan and Alistair both being on annual leave during May.  
 

 Worship this Week: Sunday 9th May 2021  
 11 am Rev Alistair Macrae    
  
 Online Order of Service  - (Use the link on the website)  
 

Links to pre-recorded music, sermon etc. are no longer being provided 
within the online Order of Service. Audio recordings of the sermons are 
posted on the website early the following week.  
 

 Alistair on leave 
 

 Alistair is taking two weeks of annual leave, May 10-23. He and Clare 
 will head north for a 12 month-deferred celebration of their 40th 
 wedding anniversary, now the 41st. Sandy Yule has kindly agreed to be  
 available for any urgent pastoral matters.  

 
 Wednesday 12th May  
 

 Free Organ recital in the church.1 pm to 1.30 pm  
  
 Next Sunday, 16th May  
 

 11 am Rev Dr Sandy Yule   Holy Communion and choir 
 
 Sunday 23rd May   Pentecost Sunday 
 

 Led by our young adults, preacher : Rev Carlynne Nunn.  
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Let’s Open the Church! 
 
We want to open the church as often as possible during the week to offer a place 
of rest, sanctuary, prayer, music and friendship.  
 
Some  have already volunteered to staff the church for this purpose but we are 
looking for more volunteers to take a 2.5 hour shift (two people will be rostered 
on together), morning or afternoon.  
 
Please contact Kevin Dobson if this interests you: kdobson44@gmail.com. 

Worship Matters - Holy Communion  

 
We are resuming our fortnightly Holy Communion after the extended ‘fast’ 
during most of Covid. As soon as circumstances permit we will resume our 
usual practice of gathering in groups at the table but for the time being we 
will persist with the individual, contact free form of distribution and using 
the wafers instead of bread. It is far from satisfactory but it is the safest 
method until the Covid situation is more stable.  

Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  

OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  

mailto:kdobson44@gmail.com
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Weekly Roster 
 

Sunday    11 am Worship  
9th May 2021          Rev Alistair Macrae 
 
Door Stewards   Ashan Kumarage, Sharon Hollis 
Vestry Steward                     Liselle Gonsalves 
Reader     Geoffrey Urquhart 
Prayers of the People                    Dinah Reddihough 
Children’s Leader   Leonie Barber 
 

*No Evening Worship* 
          

 
               
Next Sunday   11 am Worship (Holy Communion) 
16th May 2021          Rev Dr Sandy Yule 
 
Door Stewards   Jan & John Harris 
Vestry Steward                     Morag Logan 
Communion Stewards                  Inta Broze, Adeline Wong 
Reader     Inta Broze 
Prayers of the People                    Peter Rayner 
Children’s Leader   Sharon Hollis 
 

*No Evening Worship* 
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Our Ministers   Rev Alistair Macrae  
   (03) 9051 4704 
   Email: amacrae@wesleychurch.org.au 
   Days off: Mondays and Fridays 

 

   Rev Kevin Dobson  
   Mobile: 0419 116 278 
   Email: kdobson44@gmail.com 
 
 Director of Music   Geoffrey Urquhart  
    Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com 

 

 Children and Family Education 
             Susan Sha 
                                      familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au 
 

Minister’s Secretary   Kerry Tan 
   churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au  
   (03) 9051 4700 
   Tuesdays to Thursdays (9.30 am to 2.30 pm) 
     

Verger    Alex Yam  
 
Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!   

 

Daily readings for this week 
 
 Monday 10th May Acts 1:1-11 
 Tuesday 11th May Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 Wednesday 12th May Ephesians 1:15-23 
 Thursday 13th May  Luke 24:44-53 
 Friday 14th May  1 John 5:9-13 
 Saturday 15th May   John 17:6-12 (6-19) 

                                  Readings                    
 9th May 2021 

Acts 10:44-48 

Ps 98 

1Jn 5:1-6 

Jn 15:9-17 

13th May 2021 

Acts 1:1-11 

Ps 47 or Ps 93 

Eph 1:15-23 

Lk 24:44-53 


