
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Easter 
The great fifty days of Easter includes eight Sundays. It begins with the Easter Vigil and 

concludes on the Day of Pentecost. 
The season celebrates the Resurrection and Ascension of Christ and the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit. 
“The sermon will be recorded on Sunday and posted on our web site. You might find it 

helpful to use this order of service in conjunction with listening to the sermon." 
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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you.  
 
We acknowledge the Wurundjeri people,  
the first inhabitants of this place.  
We honour them for their custodianship of the land, 
on which we gather today. 
 
At the start of the week of prayer for Christian Unity, we acknowledge that 
we are members of the one church of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
We will remember in prayer all branches of the church, across time 
as well as space. 

 
Call to worship (from Psalm 1) 
 

Happy are they who have not walked  
in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor lingered in the way of sinners, 
nor sat in the seats of the scornful. 
 
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and they meditate on his law day and night. 
 
They are like trees planted by streams of water, 
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; 
everything they do shall prosper. 
 
It is not so with the wicked; 
they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright  
when judgement comes, 
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 



         3  

 

 For the Lord knows the way the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked is doomed.  

 
Hymn 102   Praise to the living God 
 

Praise to the living God, 
all praise be to his name, 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
and still the same: 
the one eternal God 
before what now appears, 
the First, the Last, beyond all thought 
his timeless years! 
 
Formless, all lovely forms 
declare his loveliness; 
holy, no holiness of earth 
can his express. 
Behold the Lord of all: 
creation speaks his praise, 
and everywhere above, below, 
his will obeys. 
 
God's Spirit freely flows, 
high surging where it will: 
in prophet's word he spoke of old, 
is speaking still. 
Established is God's law 
and changeless it shall stand, 
deep written on the human heart, 
on sea, on land. 
 
God has eternal life 
implanted in the soul; 
his love shall be our strength and stay 
while ages roll. 
Praise to the living God, 
all praise be to his name, 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
and still the same!  
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Welcome 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Confession 
 

… In Christ, God is making all things new. 
 
Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us: 
Your sins are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Readings 
 
 Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
 a light to our path. 
 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-28 
 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers[a] (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends,[b] the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 
17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” 
 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers[a] (together the crowd 
numbered about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16 “Friends,[b] the 
scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold 
concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus— 
17 for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” 

 
John 17:8-19 

 
8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A15-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26928a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A15-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26929b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A15-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26928a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A15-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26929b
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glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 
12 While I was with them, I protected them in your name that[a] you have 
given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one 
destined to be lost,[b] so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I 
am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may 
have my joy made complete in themselves.[c] 14 I have given them your 
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the 
world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15 I am not asking you to take 
them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.[d] 
16 They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 
17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you have sent me 
into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 
 Lord, may your Word live in us: 
 and bear much fruit to your glory. 
 
Preaching 
Rev Dr Sandy Yule 
 
Prayers of the people 
 
Passing the Peace 
 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
Introduction to the Communion service 
 
Hymn 497  Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ our God to earth descending 
comes full homage to demand. 
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King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood, 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way, 
as the Light of light comes shining 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the powers of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 

At his feet the six-winged seraphs, 
cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence, 
as with ceaseless voice they cry, 
alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, Lord most high!” 

 
Holy Communion  (see Uniting in Worship, p 65ff) 
 

This is the joyful feast of the people of God. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
Happy are they who trust in the Lord. 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
…joining in the eternal hymn: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (in your own heart language) 
 
The Communion 
 
Hymn 160  Father all loving and ruling in majesty 
 

Father all-loving and ruling in majesty, 
judgement is yours, and condemns all our pride; 
stir up our rulers and people to penitence, 
sorrow for sins that for vengeance have cried  
 
Blessed Lord Jesus, born humbly in poverty, 
sharing a stable with beasts at your birth, 
stir us to work for your justice and charity, 
truly to care for the poor upon earth.  
 
Come, Holy Spirit, create in us holiness, 
Lift up our lives to your standard of right; 
Stir every will to new ventures of faithfulness 
Flood the whole church with your glorious light. 
 
Holiest Trinity, perfect in unity, 
bind in your love every nation and race: 
may we adore you for time and eternity, 
Father, Redeemer and Spirit of grace.  

 
Word of Mission 
 

Go in peace and remember: 
goodness is stronger than evil; 
love is stronger than hate; 
light is stronger than darkness; 
life is stronger than death; 
victory is ours 
Through Christ who loved us. 
Amen. 
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Wesley Church Melbourne 

130 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

(03) 9051 4700 

churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au 
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/ 

Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  

OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  

Benediction 
 

The blessing of God be upon us all. 
God, who is love, fill our hearts. 
Christ Jesus, who is the new life, inspire our hopes.  
The Holy Spirit, who is lifegiver, 
lead us to deeds of compassion, always and everywhere. 
Amen. 

© Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 Nation-
al Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved.  All music printed in this order of service is either in the public domain or is used with permis-
sion under the congregation’s One License #A-604653.  All right reserved.  

https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/

