Wesley Church Melbourne
Congregation of the Uniting Church in Australia

Service of the Lord’s Day
2nd May 2021
(Online)

John 15: 1-8
Jesus said: ‘I am the true vine…abide in me
and I in you.’

Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation,
traditional custodians of the land, under God.
We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.

Prelude:
At the Lamb’s high feast

Jan Bender (20th cent.)

Introit
Alleluia

Tim Brace (1997)

Call to Worship:
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
God is love and those who abide in love abide in God,
and God abides in them.
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear.
We love, because God first loved us. (1 John 4)
Hymn 393 Christ is alive, with joy we sing
1.

Christ is alive, with joy we sing;
We celebrate our risen Lord,
Praising the glory of his name.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

2.

He is the grain of wheat that died,
Sown in distress and reaped in joy,
Yielding a harvest of new life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

3.

He is the sun which brings the dawn:
He is the light of all the world,
Setting us free from death and sin.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

4.

He is the vine set in the earth,
Sharing our life, becoming man,
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That we might share in God's own life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
5.

He is the bread which comes from God,
Broken to feed us in our need,
Given to bring eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

6.

Christ is alive, with joy we sing;
We celebrate our risen Lord,
Praising the glory of his name.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Pamela Stotter 1944-

Welcome and acknowledgment
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Confession
O God, set your blessing upon us as we begin this day together.
As in worship, through music, prayer, silence,
attending to the scriptures and gathering around your table,
we seek to abide in you and to become freshly aware
that already you abide in us in love.
Confirm us in the truth by which we rightly live;
Confront us with the truth from which we wrongly turn.
We ask not for what we want,
But for what you know we need,
As we offer this day and ourselves for you and to you.
Jesus the vine,
We confess the ways in which we cut ourselves off
from the life you seek to give us.
We confess the layers of slip slop slap insulation
we erect between ourselves and your spirit.
Make us trust you enough, O God,
to make ourselves vulnerable to your gracious pruning
that we might bear the fruits of your Kingdom –
justice-seeking, peace-making, mercy and kindness.
Amen.
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Hear the good news:

God is love and those who abide in love abide in God
and God abides in them.
In the name of Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven.
Introduction of the theme with children
Song: ‘God is above us and below’
God is above us and God is below;
God is inside us and God is beside;
God goes before us and God is behind;
in future, past and present, God abides.
Words: A. Macrae. Tune; G, Urquhart
Readings:

Charlotte Hall

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet:
a light to our path.
Acts 8: 26-40 (NRSV)
angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south[a] to
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness
road.) 27 So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury.
He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28 and was returning home; seated in his
chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go
over to this chariot and join it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading
the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 He
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in
and sit beside him. 32 Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was
this:
26

Then an

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
33 In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
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34 The

eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about
Jesus. 36 As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?”[b] 38 He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and
the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip[c] baptized him. 39 When they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the
eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
John 15: 1-8 (NRSV)
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2 He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes[a] to
make it bear more fruit. 3 You have already been cleansed[b] by the word that I
have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in
me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does not
abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my words
abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father
is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become[c] my disciples.
Lord, may your Word abide in us:
and bear much fruit to your glory.
Anthem:
Lamb of God
William Byrd (1543-1623)
Translation: The Lord is good to those who hope in Him, to the soul that seeks Him
Preaching:
Hymn 419 Like the murmur of a dove’s song
1.

Like the murmur of the dove's song,
like the challenge of her flight,
like the vigour of the wind's rush,
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like the new flame's eager might:
Come, Holy Spirit, come.
2.

To the members of Christ's body,
to the branches of the Vine,
to the church in faith assembled,
to our midst as gift and sign:
Come, Holy Spirit, come.

3.

With the healing of division,
with the ceaseless voice of prayer,
with the power to love and witness,
with the peace beyond compare:
Come, Holy Spirit, come.
Carl P.Daw.Jr. 1944-

Offering
The Lord is good

G P da Palestrina (1525-1594)

Notices

Prayers of the People
God of love, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Let us hold a minute of silence in prayerful solidarity with those countries
most devastated by the Covid virus and least resourced to respond,
especially today, for the people of India…
God of love, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for your worldwide church, for teachers, theologians,
writers, preachers and pastors, for musicians and artists
and all who serve your church through hospitality, administration
and action for justice and peace in our world.
We give thanks for those like Philip
who have opened your scriptures to others,
for all who have carried your good news to distant places
and those who have shared the gospel with those close at hand.
6

God of love, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our families and friends,
For those we meet in our daily lives,
For the hungry, the homeless and those without work,
For al who are lonely and sad, for those in grief and for the sick.
We pray for a community that values and cares for all its members.
God of love, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
And in the silence, as we prepare to come to your table,
we hold before you those we carry in our hearts
who are in special need of your sustaining grace….
God of love, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Amen.
Holy Communion
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Therefore with the whole realm of nature around us,
with earth, sea and sky,
We sing to you.
With the angels and archangels who envelop us,
with all the saints before us and beside us,
with brothers and sisters, east and west, north and south,
We sing to you.
And with our loved ones, separate from us now,
who yet, in this mystery are close to us,
we sing the hymn of unending praise:
(The music is available inside the back cover of the hymn book).
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest!
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Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!
The prayer continues…
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.
The breaking of the bread.
Jesus, Lamb of God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
grant us peace.
We continue to come forward to receive the bread and wine, queueing with 1.5m distancing in
the central aisle. Please take a wafer from the tray and a glass of wine (grape juice). Feel free to
take the elements to a quiet place, even your seat, if you want some meditative time. Gluten free
wafers are available in separate paper cups. Soon we hope to resume our normal practice of
being at the table in groups and being blessed together.
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Hymn 531 Sent forth by God’s blessing

1.

Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from his table take leave,
The supper is ended: may now be extended
the fruits of his service in all who believe.
The seed of his teaching, our hungry souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for all humankind.
His grace shall incite us, his love shall unite us
to work for his kingdom, his purpose to find.

2.

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living
the tasks of our everyday life we will face,
our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing as neighbours all those of each race.
One feast that has fed us, one light that has led us,
unite us as one in his life that we share.
Then may all the living, with praise and thanksgiving,
give honour to Christ and his name that we bear.
Omer Westendorf 1916-alt

Benedction
May God the vine grower tend you and make you fruitful;
May Christ Jesus abide in you and give you life;
And may the Holy Spirit cast out all fear and fill you with God’s love.
Postlude
Overture to the Occasional Oratorio

G F Handel (1685-1759)
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NOTICES


April Connexion
… is available or collection. Please pick up a copy from the welcome table
where Crosslight magazine is also available. Soft copies have been emailed
to everyone for whom we have an email address. If you would like to be
added to this list please email the church office:
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au

The May Connexion publication date has been deferred until later in May
due to Kerry Tan and Alistair both being on annual leave during May.


Worship This Week: Sunday 2nd May 2021
11 am Rev Alistair Macrae Holy Communion and Choir



Online Order of Service - (Use the link on the website)
Please note: links to pre-recorded music, sermon etc. are no longer being
provided within the online Order of Service. Audio recordings of the
sermons are posted on the website early the following week.



Wednesday 5th May 1 pm to 1.30 pm
Free Organ recital in the church.
Bible Study 6-7pm via Zoom— led by Sandy Yule—see details next page



Next Sunday 9th May 2021
11 am Rev Alistair Macrae
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Giving
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account.
Direct Transfer
BSB 013 423
Account Number 472 967 586
OR PayID: WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.

Worship Matters - Holy Communion
We are resuming our fortnightly Holy Communion after the extended ‘fast’
during most of Covid. As soon as circumstances permit we will resume our
usual practice of gathering in groups at the table but for the time being we
will persist with the individual, contact free form of distribution and using
the wafers instead of bread. It is far from satisfactory but it is the safest
method until the Covid situation is more stable.

Let’s Open the Church!
We want to open the church as often as possible during the week to offer a place
of rest, sanctuary, prayer, music and friendship.
Some have already volunteered to staff the church for this purpose but we are
looking for more volunteers to take a 2.5 hour shift (two people will be rostered
on together), morning or afternoon.
Please contact Kevin Dobson if this interests you: kdobson44@gmail.com.
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Weekly Roster
Sunday
2nd May 2021

11 am Worship (Holy Communion)
Rev Alistair Macrae

Door Stewards
Vestry Steward
Communion Stewards
Reader
Prayers of the People
Children’s Leader

Jan & John Harris
Rosemary Shaw
Charlotte & Tom Hall
Charlotte Hall
Tom Hall
Inta Broze

*No Evening Worship*
Next Sunday
9th May 2021

11 am Worship
Rev Alistair Macrae

Door Stewards
Vestry Steward
Reader
Prayers of the People
Children’s Leader

Ashan Kumarage, Sharon Hollis
Liselle Gonsalves
Geoffrey Urquhart
Dinah Reddihough
Leonie Barber

*No Evening Worship*
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Daily readings for this week
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

3rd May
4th May
5th May
6th May
7th May
8th May

Psalm 98
Acts 10:44-48
Acts 11:19-30
Acts 13:44-14:7
John 15:9-17
1 John 5:1-6

Readings
2nd May 2021
Acts 8:26-40
Ps 22:25-31
1Jn 4:7-21
Jn 15:1-8

Our Ministers

9th May 2021
Acts 10:44-48
Ps 98
1Jn 5:1-6
Jn 15:9-17

Rev Alistair Macrae
(03) 9051 4704
Email: amacrae@wesleychurch.org.au
Days off: Mondays and Fridays
Rev Kevin Dobson
Mobile: 0419 116 278
Email: kdobson44@gmail.com

Director of Music

Geoffrey Urquhart
Geoff_Urquhart@hotmail.com

Children and Family Education
Susan Sha
familymatters@wesleychurch.org.au
Minister’s Secretary

Kerry Tan
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au
(03) 9051 4700
Tuesdays to Thursdays (9.30 am to 2.30 pm)

Verger

Alex Yam

Check out http://wesleychurch.org.au for the latest news, events and sermons!
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