
 
 
 

 

 

Title: Christ as Teacher (Mark 8:31-38)  

Notes: In catacombs outside Rome, 3rd century, Fresco, Rome, Italy 

Christ as Teacher, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, 

TN. http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=49947 [retrieved February 24, 2021]. Original 

source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Christ_teacher.jpg.  
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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

GATHERING 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on today’s Psalm, Psalm 22) 
 

From You comes my praise in the great congregation;  
my vows I will pay before those who fear God.  
The poor shall eat and be satisfied;  
those who seek God shall praise the Lord.  
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;  
and all the families of the nations shall worship God. 

 
HYMN   The Summons (Tune Kelvin Grove TiS 679)  
Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Grant Diffey 
 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Using this resource: 
 
1. At points through this Order of Service you will find links (in brown 
text) to audio and video files which are recordings by the worship leaders.  
 
2. To hear the sound file for the hymns and still be able to read the words on 
the Order of Service, simply hold the ‘Control’ key while you click on the 
hymn link. It will open up a new tab which enables you to play the music 
AND go back to the previous Tab and see the words. 

Worship Leader: Rev Kevin Dobson 
Preacher: Rev Alistair Macrae  

Musicians : Geoff Urquhart and Grant Diffey (Music recorded at Wesley)  
Reader - Kirsten Miller 

https://youtu.be/Z0Hs55gCbDw
https://ia601502.us.archive.org/26/items/28thfeb2021-music/Hymn%20-%20The%20Summons%20-%20F.mp3
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 Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known, 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
 
Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
Lord your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 
In Your company I'll go where Your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
 Text: © 1987, WGRG, Iona Community. Administered in Australia by Willow 
 Publishing Pty Ltd.  
 
PRAYERS OF APPROACH CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
 

God of grace,  
You come along side and make us promises,  
the kind of promises that touch our hearts and very being,  
that offer hope and renewal in our lives.  
We are glad, because You have given us strength and hope.  
We are surprised,  
because this was Your idea and not ours.  
We are relieved,  
because we see sufficient grace for all that the days bring.  
Risen Jesus, You promise to be with Your disciples until the fulfilment of 
all things.  
Thank You that there is nowhere we could be where You are not. 
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Thank You that wherever two or three gather in Your name there You are 
among them; we celebrate fellowship shared in Your company, wherever 
we may be.  
Jesus,  
You invite all that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, promising that 
with You we would find rest.  
Jesus,  
You promised to all who are thirsty water that would become in them a 
spring gushing up to eternal life.  
In Your presence our souls are refreshed and we are given renewed 
purpose.  
Merciful God, You have made it known that “If we confess our sins, He 
who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness”.  
Hear us as we confess before You and our sisters and brothers that we 
have sinned in what we have done or did not do, in our thoughts and with 
our words.  
Help us to receive the forgiveness You promise through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour.  
And we dare to believe that You have plans for us, plans for our welfare 
and not for harm, to give us a future with hope. 
Help us Holy Spirit, so to do and be, that many may know the God who, in 
Jesus, came among us full of grace and truth. Amen. 
 
As forgiven people let us pray the prayer of Jesus 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  paraphrased 
 

God in heaven,  
Your name is to be honoured.  
May your new community of hope 
be realised on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today the essentials of life. 
Release us from our wrongdoing  
as we also release those who wrong us.  
Do not test us beyond our means,  
save us from all that is evil;  
for you embrace justice, love and peace,  
now and to the end of time. Amen    

 © Martin Scott, 1999 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME FOR CHILDREN 
‘Take up your Cross’ 
 
Song: Day by day 
 

Day by day, day by day, 
O dear Lord, three things I pray. 
To see you more clearly. 
Love you more dearly. 
Follow you more nearly, 
Day by Day. 

 
THE SCRIPTURE READING    
 
 Reader: Kirsten Miller 
 
 Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to or feet 
 A light to our path. 
 
 Mark 8:31-38  

 
Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’ 
Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,* will save 
it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words* in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory 
of his Father with the holy angels.’ 
 
Lord, may your word live in us: 
And bear much fruit to your glory 

https://youtu.be/VqZyNWx7o48
https://ia801503.us.archive.org/13/items/audio-recording-2021-02-24-17-12-56/Audio%20recording%202021-02-24%2017-12-56.mp3
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
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PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
 
During the prayers of intercession there will be times of silence when we can each pray for people 
in the situations described, imagining what it might be like for those whom we remember.  
 

Faithful God,  
we thank You because You are true,  
You are light and in You there is no darkness at all, 
You are ever to be trusted, and constant is Your love.  
As we remember how the path Jesus took  
brought Him into conflict with those who were committed to other ways,  
we are thankful that He never gave up,  
nor allowed Himself to be diverted from His purpose.  
Jesus remained true to His mission,  
proclaiming Your kingdom had come,  
with good news for the poor, release for the captives, 
recovery of sight for the blind and freedom for the oppressed.  
From our hearts we thank You  
for the height and depth,  
the length and breadth of Christ’s love,  
when on a cross with outstretched arms  
He embraced us all.  
Thank You for the great hope we have  
that because Christ is risen,  
one day there will be no more death, or crying or pain, 
that nations shall beat their swords into ploughshares  
and not learn war any more.  
God of grace,  
trusting in Your promises, confident of Your love,  
we bring our prayers for others to You today.  
Crucified, Risen and Ascended Lord Jesus,  
You bring before the throne of God our prayers and concerns.  
There You are our advocate and that of our sisters and brothers. 
Let us think about people in various situations  
and in the silence that follows pray for them: 
People who are hungry,  
remembering the increased use of food banks  

https://youtu.be/_qfAVRp8tdI
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and the rise of food poverty in our country,  
giving thanks for initiatives that ensure meals are provided for children.  
 
Silence  
 
Some people are homeless,  
without shelter or adequate clothing.  
We think of how varied their circumstances have been during this time of 
Coronavirus. 
We remember the work of care vans, shelters, charities and all who help 
people out of homelessness.  
 
Silence  
 
Many people face times of hardship in these days:  
people whose jobs have gone, businesses facing collapse, 
 families worried about paying the rent or mortgage.  
We think of initiatives designed to offer support  
and remember those in government, local, state and national,  
whose decisions affect the lives of many.  
 
Silence  
 
People are unwell or mentally distressed at this time  
because of coronavirus or other illnesses,  
whether at home or in hospital. 
Let us also remember all who care giving thanks for their dedication and 
skills,  
thankful for the work of scientists  
and those in charge of the logistics as they make vaccines available,  
remembering especially people in poorer nations.  
 
Silence  
 
Let us also take some moments to bring the private prayers of our hearts,  
letting our cry come to God,  
knowing that God is listening.  
 
Silence  
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These prayers we offer to You,  
God of Grace, God of Promises kept.  
By the strength Your Spirit gives, may we journey with Jesus into life in all 
its fulness, that Your Kingdom of love and justice may be known all the 
more among us and in Your world, and many may see Jesus in all His 
glory. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN  473  Community of Christ 
Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Grant Diffey 

 
Community of Christ,  
who make the Cross your own,  
live out your creed and risk your life  
for God alone:  
the God who wears your face,  
to whom all worlds belong,  
whose children are of every race  
and every song.  
 
Community of Christ,  
look past the Church's door  
and see the refugee, the hungry,  
and the poor.  
Take hands with the oppressed,  
the jobless in your street,  
take towel and water, that you wash  
your neighbour's feet.  
 
Community of Christ,  
through whom the word must sound  
cry out for justice and for peace  
the whole world round:  
disarm the powers that war  
and all that can destroy,  
turn bombs to bread, and tears of anguish 
 into joy.  
 
When menace melts away,  
so shall God's will be done,  

https://ia801502.us.archive.org/26/items/28thfeb2021-music/Hymn%20-%20Community%20of%20Christ%20-%20F.mp3
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the climate of the world be peace  
and Christ its Sun;  
our currency be love  
and kindliness our law,  
our food and faith be shared as one  
for evermore.  

Shirley Erena Murray 
Text: © 1992, Hope Publishing Company  

 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 
 

Jesus, help me see you more clearly 
Follow you more nearly, 
And love you more dearly, 
Day by day. 
 
Jesus invites us to follow him:  
to take up our cross and follow. 
Jesus invites us to grow in our relationship with him:   
we are his disciples; may we be helped to grow in faith.  
Jesus invites us to answer the question, “Who do you say that I am?”  
May we all say that he is the One who meets us here,  
the Lord, our God.  
 
Go from here  
walking the Way of Christ, 
sharing the Messiah’s good news,  
prepared to take up our crosses,  
and to be God’s people.  
 
Go to serve,  
to live in love,  
and to act with grace 
 
May the living God bless you 
in the name of the Creator, 
Jesus, and the one who journeys with you. 

 Amen. 
 

https://youtu.be/5QsdBxyWH3s
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Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  

OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  

Wesley Church Melbourne 

130 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

(03) 9051 4700 

churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au 
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/ 

POSTLUDE 
Prelude and fugue in F minor                J S Bach  

https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/
https://ia801502.us.archive.org/26/items/28thfeb2021-music/Prelude%20and%20fugue%20in%20F%20minor%20-%20J%20S%20Bach.mp3
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