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Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

GREETING, INTRODUCTION AND CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF FIRST PEOPLES 
  
HYMN 477  Jesus calls us here to meet him 
© Together in Song. Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Grant Diffey  
 

Jesus calls us here to meet him 
as, through word and song and prayer, 
we affirm God's promised presence  
where his people live and care.  
Praise the God who keeps his promise; 
praise the Son who calls us friends;  
praise the Spirit who, among us, 
to our hopes and fears attends. 
 
Jesus calls us to confess him  
Word of Life and Lord of All,  
sharer of our flesh and frailness  

Using this resource: 
 
1. At points through this Order of Service you will find links (in brown 
text) to audio and video files which are recordings by the worship leaders.  
 
2. To hear the sound file for the hymns and still be able to read the words on 
the Order of Service, simply hold the ‘Control’ key while you click on the 
hymn link. It will open up a new tab which enables you to play the music 
AND go back to the previous Tab and see the words. 

Worship Leader & Preacher : Rev Kevin Dobson 
Musicians : Geoff Urquhart and Catherine McLean (Music recorded at Wesley)  

Reader  -  Kevin Dobson 

https://youtu.be/L1-NWY5UYok
https://ia801508.us.archive.org/12/items/17thJan2021Music/Hymn%20-%20Jesus%20calls%20Us%20here%20the%20meet%20Him%20-%20J.mp3
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 saving all who fail or fall. 
Tell his holy human story; 
tell his tales that all may hear;  
tell the world that Christ in glory  
came to earth to meet us here. 
 
Jesus calls us to each other:  
found in him are no divides. 
Race and class and sex and language  
such are barriers he derides. 
Join the hand of friend and stranger;  
join the hands of age and youth;  
join the faithful and the doubter 
in their common search for truth. 

 
John L. Bell 1949— and Graham Maule 1958— 

Words and music from Wild Goose Songs 3, Love from Below by permission Wild Goose 
Publications 

 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 

Abba, Father,  
source of all life,  
answer our call, 
as a mother responds to the cry of a child in the night. 
 
Jesus Christ, brother and friend,  
Liberator, stand beside us as bearer of our humanity,  
and sharer of God’s grace.  
 
Creator Spirit, giver of new life, purposeful guest, prod us to praise, calling 
us to be a people of hope and faith in Christ Jesus.  
Amen. 

 
LAMENT AND CONFESSION 
 

Merciful God, we, the Second Peoples of this land,  
acknowledge and lament the injustice and abuse that has so often marked 
the treatment of the First Peoples of this land.  
We acknowledge and lament the way in which their land was taken from 

https://youtu.be/XkOTq-ez5iI


 

        4  

them and their language, culture, law and spirituality despised and 
suppressed.  
 
We acknowledge and lament the way in which the Christian church was so 
often not only complicit in this process but actively involved in it.  
 
We acknowledge and lament that in our own time the injustice and abuse 
has continued.  
We have been indifferent.  
 
Gracious God, hear our acknowledgements — We have not loved you 
with our whole heart, nor have we loved First Peoples and other 
neighbours as ourselves.  
 
God of mercy,  forgive us for our failures, past and present and give us the 
grace today to make a fresh start. 
 
By your Spirit transform our minds and hearts so that we may love as you 
have loved us, that we may boldly speak your truth and courageously do 
your will.  
 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
 

This is the best of all:  
When we are empty, God fills us;  
when we are disheartened,  God is compassionate;  
when we are wounded, God brings healing;  
when we confess our sin,  God forgives.  
 
In Christ, through Christ and because of Christ, our sins are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
You refill the cup of life, O God.  
In Christ, we find refuge, strength and hope. Amen. 
 
 

A TIME OF SILENT REFLECTION ON OUR RELATIONSHIP 
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WITH THE FIRST PEOPLES 
 
HYMN  589  Jesus calls us o’er the tumult 
© Together in Song. Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Catherine McLean  
 

Jesus calls us! O'er the tumult 
of our life's wild restless sea, 
day by day his voice is sounding,  
saying, 'Christian, follow me': 
 
as, of old, Saint Andrew heard it  
by the Galilean lake, 
turned from home and toil and kindred,  
leaving all for his dear sake. 
 
Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the vain world's golden store, 
from each idol that would keep us,  
saying, `Christian, love me more.' 
 
In our joys and in our sorrows,  
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
`Christian, love me more than these.' 
 
Jesus calls us! By your mercies,  
Saviour, may we hear your call, 
give our hearts to your obedience,  
serve and love you best of all. 

Cecil Frances Alexander 
1818-95 alt 

THEME CONVERSATION  Jesus calls ordinary people. 
 
SCRIPTURE READING 
 
 Reader: Kevin Dobson 
 

Your Word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light to our path. 

https://ia601407.us.archive.org/30/items/24thJan2021SundayMusic/Hymn%20-%20Jesus%20calls%20us%20-%20J.mp3
https://youtu.be/24YMqWkNEhk
https://youtu.be/caLdHcJoYto
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Mark 1:14-20  NRSV 
 
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 
good news[a] of God,] 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom 
of God has come near;[c] repent, and believe in the good news.” 

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.  
17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.”  
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.  
19 As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 
 20 Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 
May your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  

 
SOLO  
Come my Way, my Truth, my Life    Ralph Vaughan Williams (1873-1954) 
Soloist: Catherine McLean  
 
PROCLAIMING THE WORD  Proclaim, 
 
HYMN  665  Jesus Christ is waiting… 
Together in Song. Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Catherine McLean  
 

Jesus Christ is waiting,  
waiting in the streets;  
no-one is his neighbour,  
all alone he eats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I am lonely too. 
Make me, friend or stranger,  
fit to wait on you. 
 
Jesus Christ is raging,  
raging in the streets,  
where injustice spirals  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:14-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24227a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%201:14-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24228c
https://ia801407.us.archive.org/30/items/24thJan2021SundayMusic/Solo%20-%20Come%20my%20Way%2C%20my%20Truth%2C%20my%20Life%20-%20J.mp3
https://youtu.be/wp12Ey3BVY8
https://ia601407.us.archive.org/30/items/24thJan2021SundayMusic/Hymn%20-%20Jesus%20Christ%20is%20waiting%20-%20J.mp3
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and real hope retreats.  
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I am angry too. 
In the Kingdom's causes  
let me rage with you. 
 
Jesus Christ is healing,  
healing in the streets;  
curing those who suffer, 
touching those he greets.  
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I have pity too. 
Let my care be active,  
healing just like you. 
 
Jesus Christ is dancing,  
dancing in the streets,  
where each sign of hatred  
he, with love, defeats.  
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
I should triumph too.  
Where good conquers evil  
let me dance with you. 
 
Jesus Christ is calling,  
calling in the streets, 
`Who will join my journey? 
I will guide their feet.'  
Listen, Lord Jesus, 
let my fears be few. 
Walk one step before me;  
I will follow you. 
 
         John L. Bell 1949— 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

In you, O God, do we place our trust: hear us when we bring our prayers 
for the world and for the church. 
We pray for the peoples of the world: 

 for all who experience the horrors of war,  
 famine or disease; 

for all who suffer the loss of freedom and dignity.  
Help us answer your call to leave behind our ways of aggression and greed, 
that we may proclaim your gospel to our broken world. 
God, in whom we trust and hope, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for Australia: 
for the preservation of the natural treasures of this 
land; 
for all who live here,  
for inhabitants from ancient times and for new arrivals. 
Help us answer your call to leave behind our ways of prejudice and 
intolerance, that we may proclaim your gospel to our broken world. 
God, in whom we trust and hope, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the church, its clergy and people: for prophets today who call 
us to repentance; 
for our congregational family and all who minister in this place. 
Help us answer your call to leave behind our arrogance and division, that 
we may proclaim your gospel to our broken world. 
We pray for the communities in which we live:  
for our families and friends and all who give us love and companionship; 
for all whose work sustains this community. 
Help us answer your call to leave behind our ways 
of alienation and apathy, that we may proclaim your gospel to our broken 
world. 
God, in whom we trust and hope, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are in need: 
for those whose lives are filled with grief, loneliness or despair; 



         9  

 

for the disabled, the infirm, the sick and the dying, and for all who care for 
them. 
Help us answer your call to leave behind our ways of selfishness and 
neglect, that we may proclaim your gospel to our broken world. 
God, in whom we trust and hope, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks for your faithful servants of every age, for Andrew, 
Peter, James and John, and for those in every generation who have 
followed you.  
Help us, like them, to answer your call to leave behind all that separates us 
from you, that we may find new life in your eternal presence. 
God, in whom we trust and hope, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 
Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history so that we may 
build a better future for our nation.  
Teach us to respect all cultures.  
Teach us to care for our land and waters.  
Help us to share justly the resources of this land.  
Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the quality of 
life for all peoples in our communities, especially the disadvantaged.  
Help all young people to find true dignity and self-esteem by your Spirit.  
May your power and love be the foundations on which we: walk together 
as First and Second Peoples; and build our families, our communities and 
our nation.  
God, in whom we trust and hope, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins  
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as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power  
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 
BEING SENT OUT TO SERVE 

 
HYMN  215  You servants of God, your Master proclaim 
© Together in Song. Organist: Geoff Urquhart.  Soloist: Catherine McLean  
 

You servants of God, 
your Master proclaim,  
and publish abroad 
his wonderful name;  
the name all-victorious  
of Jesus extol; 
his kingdom is glorious,  
and rules over all. 
 
Our God rules on high,  
almighty to save; 
and still he is nigh,  
his presence we have;  
the great congregation  
his triumph shall sing,  
ascribing salvation 
to Jesus our king.  
 
Salvation to God, 
who sits on the throne!  
let all cry aloud, 
and honour the Son:  
the praises of Jesus  
the angels proclaim, 
fall down on their faces,  
and worship the Lamb. 
 
Then let us adore, 
and give him his right,  

https://ia801403.us.archive.org/3/items/hymn-you-servants-of-god-j/Hymn%20-%20You%20Servants%20of%20God%20-%20J.mp3


         11  

 

Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  

OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  

Wesley Church Melbourne 

130 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

(03) 9051 4700 

churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au 
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/ 

all glory and power, 
all wisdom and might,  
all honour and blessing,  
with angels above, 
and thanks never-ceasing,  
and infinite love. 

Charles Wesley 1707-88 alt. 
DISMISSAL AND BLESSING 

 
POSTLUDE 
Voluntary in C major       John Barrett (1676-1691) 

https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/
https://youtu.be/jNpEjPJvaVE
https://ia601407.us.archive.org/30/items/24thJan2021SundayMusic/Voluntary%20in%20C%20major%20-%20John%20Barrett.mp3
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