
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Woman of  Canaan 
By Sadao Watanabe, 1913-1996.  

Attribution: From Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library, Nashville, TN.  

http://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57538 [retrieved August 11, 
2020]. Original source: https://americanart.si.edu/artwork/woman-canaan-26809.  
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Acknowledgement and Greeting    
 
Call to Worship (Psalm 126: 4-5) 
 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 
like the watercourses in the Negeb! 
May those who sow in tears 
reap with shouts of joy! 

 
Hymn  474    Here in this place 

© Together in Song. Sung by Grant Diffey.  Pianist: Geoff Urquhart 

 
1.  Here in the place new light is streaming,  
 now is the darkness vanished away. 
 See, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 
 brought here to you in the light of this day. 
 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; 
 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the First Peoples of the Kulin Nation, 

traditional custodians of the land, under God. 

We commit ourselves to work and pray for justice in this land.   

Using this resource: 
 
1. At points through this Order of Service you will find links (in brown 
text) to audio and video files which are recordings by the worship leaders.  
 
2. To hear the sound file for the hymns and still be able to read the words on 
the Order of Service, simply hold the ‘Control’ key while you click on the 
hymn link. It will open up a new tab which enables you to play the music 
AND go back to the previous Tab and see the words. 

https://youtu.be/XYAIGgmK4jE
https://ia801505.us.archive.org/22/items/here-in-this-place-r-1/Here%20in%20this%20place_r1.mp3
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 2. We are the young, our lives are a mystery; 
 we are the old, who yearn for your face; 
 we have been sung through out all of history, 
 called to be light to be whole human race. 
 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty;  
 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
 give us a heart so meek and so lowly, 
 give us the courage to enter the song.  
 
3. Here we will take the wine and the water, 
 here we will take the bread of new birth, 
 here you shall call your sons and daughters, 
 call us anew to be salt of the earth. 
 Give us to drink the wine and compassion, 
 give us to eat the bread that is you; 
 nourish us well, and teach us to fashion  
 lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
4. Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
 not in some heaven light years a way, 
 but here in this space, the new light is shining, 
 now is the kingdom, now is the day. 
 Gather us in, and hold us forever; 
 gather us in, and make us your own; 
 us in, all peoples together, 
 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 
Opening Prayers    
 
As we come to prayer this morning, you’re invited to settle yourself comfortably in your seat or 
wherever you are. To breathe deeply. And, in entering into a quiet space and into an awareness 
of God’s presence, become aware of how God is already looking upon you—with grace and love. 
 

God of light and love, 
We come to you this morning from an unusual space— 
and yet one that is becoming very “usual” to us now, too.  
Meet us here, we pray. 
Make yourself known to us in the everyday spaces of our lives, 
in our homes, as we miss the contact with loved ones, 
and as we find new ways to reach out to others  
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and to reach inwards to you. 
 
As we remember the Canaanite woman’s request, God of grace,  
forgive us for the times when we have not listened to those in need. 
 
As we remember her persistence, God of justice,  
forgive us for the times when we have not expressed our protest  
on behalf of those pushed to the margins. 
 
As we remember the declaration of her faithfulness, God of grace,  
draw out such faith in us, we pray. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Declaration of forgiveness: 
 
The resurrection witness tells as, as Jesus went to his friends— 
those faithful and those racked with doubt, 
that in the darkest and most shut away places,  
Jesus comes to us, and gives us peace. 
 
Hear, then, the words of Christ: 
Your sins are forgiven 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Introduction of the theme with the children                      Kylie Crabbe 
 
Reading  
 

Reader:    Alistair Macrae     
 
Your Word, O Lord, is a lamp to our feet: 
a light in the darkness. 
 
Matthew 15:10-28 
 
Then Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, "Listen and understand: 
it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes 
out of the mouth that defiles." Then the disciples approached and said to him, 
"Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you 
said?" He answered, "Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will 

https://youtu.be/SVpMJaxBVWE
https://ia601403.us.archive.org/20/items/aug-16-reading/Aug%2016%20Reading.mp3
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be uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one 
blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit." 
 
But Peter said to him, "Explain this parable to us." Then Jesus said, "Are you 
also still without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the 
mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out 
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the 
heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile." 
 
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then 
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, "Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon." 
But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, 
saying, "Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us." Jesus answered, "I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, "Lord, help me." He answered, "It is not fair to take the 
children's food and throw it to the dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Then Jesus answered 
her, "Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish." And her 
daughter was healed instantly. 
 
May your Word live in us: 
and bear much fruit to your glory.  

 
Solo   Gracious Sprit Dwells in Me 
Sung by Grant Diffey.  Pianist: Geoff Urquhart 
 
Reflection                        Kylie Crabbe 
 
Prayers for others and The Lord’s Prayer  
 
For our prayers for others this morning, and inspired by the Canaanite woman, you are invited 
to bring your prayers for the brokenness of the world, your own protest, to God, assured that 
our God is big enough to shoulder all our lament—indeed to join us in it.  
The link with the prayerful song from Robin Mann, How long must we cry out?, includes 
images. Some of them from disasters or situations from earlier times, some from wars that still 
continue, all of them prompts to consider perennial causes of heartache and reminders of those 

https://ia601401.us.archive.org/11/items/gracious-spirit-dwell-with-me-r-1/Gracious%20Spirit%20Dwell%20with%20me_r1.mp3
https://youtu.be/VUTS1xyVTnU
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people and situations we bring before God today. If you feel like it, sing along, quietly or—if 
you like it—loudly, with the song of longing. Or let the words and images wash over you, as we 
ask ‘how long?’ 
 

Song  How long must we cry out?  (Robin Mann) 
Video from YouTube channel: Rob Hanks. Creative Commons Attribution licence (reuse 
allowed)  
 

How long must we cry out 
till justice rolls down like a river?  
How long will this night last, 
and when will we all be together? 

 
Teach me to do what is right: 
work in the darkness, trust in the light. 
And may love be the path I walk upon. 

 

How long will these bombs fall, 
and bodies get twisted and broken? 
How long will these voices 
keep shouting loud insult and slogan? 
 
How long will your creatures  
be trampled, degraded forever? 
How long must we cry out, 
till justice rolls down like a river? 

 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJEDa6-0lSU
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Hymn  She Came to Jesus  (Tune: SLANE - Be thou my vision) 
Sung by Grant Diffey. Pianist: Geoff Urquhart 

 

1. She came to Jesus from outside the fold — 
 Canaanite woman! Persistent and bold! 
 Looking to Jesus, she wanted to see 
 one who would help her and set her child free. 

 

2. Claiming a blessing, a touch of God's grace, 
 she knew God's love was not bounded by place. 
 Jesus, you listened, debated — then healed — 
 for in her asking, her faith was revealed. 
 
3. God, you still bless those who seek you in prayer. 
 You welcome dreamers who faithfully dare. 
 In Christ, now risen, your mercy extends: 
 those on the outside are welcomed as friends. 
 
Copyright © 2002 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. Used with 
permission.  

 
Benediction     
 
Postlude 
Prelude and Fugue in F Minor          J S Bach 

https://ia801500.us.archive.org/30/items/she-came-to-jesus-r-1/She%20came%20to%20jesus_r1.mp3
https://ia601507.us.archive.org/10/items/aug-16-benediction/Aug%2016%20Benediction%20.mp3
https://ia801505.us.archive.org/0/items/prelude-and-fugue-in-f-minor-j-s-bach/Prelude%20and%20fugue%20in%20F%20minor%20-%20J%20S%20Bach.mp3
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Giving 
 
You can contribute by setting up a regular or occasional transfer from your 
bank account into the Wesley Church Melbourne Offerings Account. 
 
Direct Transfer 
 
BSB 013 423    
Account Number 472 967 586  
  
OR   PayID:  WesleyMelbOffering@gmail.com  
 
If you’d like to set up a regular transfer, please contact us at 
churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au for more details.  

Wesley Church Melbourne 

130 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 

churchoffice@wesleychurch.org.au 
https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/ 

Want to have a ‘cuppa and chat’ with others after 
worship today or any Sunday? Email Alistair at 
amacrae@wesleychurch.org.au and you will 
receive an invitation to join the conversation on 
Zoom at 12 noon (you can arrive a bit late and still 
get in).  

https://wesleychurchmelbourne.org.au/
mailto:minister@wesleychurch.org.au

