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Genesis 28: 10-19a 
Romans 8: 12-25 

Matthew 13: 24-30 
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INTRODUCING JACOB: The first thing we have to know about the Patriarch Jacob, is that 
he is a conniving, distrustful, self-seeking charlatan who will stop at nothing to get his own 
way. He was like that from his birth when, as one of twins, he grabbed his brother Easu’s 
heel in the womb to try and prevent him from being born first. He went on to deceive his 
father, cheat his brother out of his inheritance, and protected by his doting mother is sent 
away from home to prevent his brother from killing him.  
 
The Bible tells the story of this out and out rogue quite matter-of-factly. We pick up his story 
in our reading this morning as he flees into the wilderness for fear of his life. This man is not 
on some high spiritual quest, searching for God. He is desperately alone, on the run trying to 
protect himself from the consequences of his own greed and selfishness.  
 
When night falls, he finds himself full of anxiety and exhausted from his journey. He literally 
lies down where he stops, makes a pillow out of stone and settles into the vulnerability of 
sleep. And he dreams. In the dream God comes to Jacob, to renew the promises that God 
had made to his grandparents and parents before him, (Abraham and Isaac). Jacob’s colorful 
history and misdeeds do not matter when God decides to come looking for a person, 
perhaps even pursuing them.  
 
These stories about our ancestors in faith are important because they tell archetypal stories 
about how God encounters human beings and breaks into their lives. If we listen, we may 
learn about our own lives and our own relationship with God through them. 
 
2. THE INTERPRETATION OF JACOB’S DREAM   Friends, if the truth be known, then I suspect 
you are not dying to know about Jacob. Oh you may have a biblical interest in the story, a 
curiosity about what I’m going to milk out of the Bible this week. But do you really expect to 
hear life-changing news? Let’s give ourselves to this text this morning with at least some 
anticipation that it may contain truth that is deeper than just information, alive with 
possibilities more important than just religion. 
 
Let’s begin by being as thoroughly honest about ourselves as we have been about Jacob. 
There is a Jacob in all of us - a fugitive from broken or difficult relationships; acutely aware of 
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our own failures; lonely and cut off from those who mean most to us; guilty because past 
actions condemn us. The wakeful world of Jacob was a world of fear, terror, loneliness, 
pursuit and unresolved guilt. That was the reality of his world. Jacob’s dream permits the 
entry of an alternative vision into his life. And ours? 
 
It permits the revelation of what God wills for Jacob and his family. The ramp between 
heaven and earth portrays that heaven is not a remote, self-contained realm of the gods. 
Jacob assumed that he traveled alone and had to rely on his own wits for survival.  
The dream asserts that earth is a place of possibility because it is not cut off from the 
sustaining role of God. Here are the seeds of the God who becomes a human being that we 
Christians know in the humanity of Jesus. God involves himself in our lives and our world. 
The angels moving up and down are not mythical winged creatures, but messengers of God 
doing God’s work. There is another Kingdom at work overcoming the fear and terror of the 
world. That makes a difference to Jacob and it makes a difference to how we face the harsh 
realities of our life. Jacob is moved to declare, Surely the Lord is in this place and I did not 
know it. 
 
3.  THE WORD OF GOD But the real significance in this narrative is that Jacob is addressed 
by God. Behold! Pay attention!  Know that I am with you…Here is the central promise of 
biblical faith. It refutes all the despairing judgments about human existence made by 
‘experts’; it challenges our hopeless analysis about our lives. God commits himself to this 
empty-handed fugitive because God made a promise to Abraham and Isaac. Jacob will not 
be abandoned. God will accompany him into all the places of threat. It echoes in Jesus’ last 
words to his church, I am with you always, to the end of the age.   
 
The first promise was about a presence. The second promise is about an action: I will keep 
you wherever you go.  The image here is of a shepherd who will protect Jacob. God is the 
good shepherd who will guard and protect his sheep. And if you have ever whispered in 
times of trouble, The Lord is my shepherd… that is the faith into which you are tapping. The 
God of Jacob and the God of Jesus is one whom you are calling. 
 
The third element of Jacob’s blessing is the promise of homecoming. This promise is recalled 
in 31:13 when Jacob at long last ends his exile and comes home. But for all of us fugitives the 
promise of God is that we can and will come home- that there is a home to come to. 
 
And the boldest claim of all follows. Through Jacob's community all the families of the earth 
will be blessed. Jacob, who contrived to gain an undeserved inheritance and blessing 
through deception, will be the one through whom the entire human family will be blessed. 
This is no accident of history. It is the unfolding purpose of God who, Jacob's unsavoury 
character notwithstanding, will accompany him to ensure his safety and well-being and in 
the end his blessing. 
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Jacob is solitary no more. 
 
What a remarkable dream! Jacob realises its significance - that he has conversed with God 
and received the Word of God through his dream for he is moved to declare, “Surely the 
Lord is in this place and I did not know it!” And he was afraid and said, "How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” 
 
4. THE HUMAN CONSEQUENCES  The promise of God came to Jacob in a dream. But Jacob’s 
response is in his wakefulness. Jacob has to make a decision about his experience. He does 
and he learns to become Jacob the trusting man. He finds the world of the dream more 
convincing than his old world of fear and guilt and conniving. He is prepared to repent and 
believe. He abandons his old presuppositions of fear for the new reality of assurance. He 
understands that in this place he has come to see that God is at work and to trust the 
goodness of God. He becomes a believer and trusts the promise of God that came to him in 
that lonely place. He echoes the trust that Paul declared so beautifully in writing to the 
Romans:  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
(Romans 8: 38-39) 
 
The word of God leads Jacob to make deep commitments and overriding decisions. He is not 
free to become an interested spectator of his religious experience. God’s promise demands 
a decision. Jacob makes a vow. He trusts the promise-making God: The Lord shall be my 
God. It leads him to sustained, disciplined worship.  
 
Jacob the trickster is now Jacob the man of God. But he is still Jacob with much to learn 
about himself because he does not now become perfect. Like us, who in this place 
encounter the Word of God who speaks to us of God's purposes for us sinners in Jesus 
Christ.   Maybe I ought to pray that more of us will go to sleep in church and be as surprised 
as Jacob when we wake up. For I want to be able to say with you all:  
Surely the Lord is in this place - and I did not know it! ....How awesome is this place! Surely 
this is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.   
 
When we do wake up, we will realise that in this place, which we know so well, God is 
present in his Word and Sacraments and we are shown the very gate of heaven. More than 
that, through Word and Sacraments we are invited, through Jesus Christ, to share in the very 
life of God.  
 
CONCLUSION   The God of Jacob is with us. The God of Jacob is at work within our world. 
The God of Jacob and of Jesus Christ calls us to be God’s people, and this is the house of 
God, the very gate of heaven.   
Surely the Lord is in this place; may we know it, believe it and trust it! 


